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GrNEsIs xv. 16. 
8 For tie iniquity of the Amorites is not yet Full.” = 
| F H E idea of a particular providence i is at this 


y almoſt univerſally ridiculed and ex- 
piaded: 1 many perhaps unheard of. That 
Gop ſhould intereſt himſelf in the affairs of men, 
that he ſhould watch over the conduct of in- 

dividuals, or attend even to the fate of kingdoms, 
and judge between nation and nation, ſeems ſo 
ludicrous in this freethinking age, that he who 
ſhould hazard ſuch an aſſertion would hardly 
eſcape the nne of fanaticiſm. 


: The oppoſite Jodrine, that the Drirr fits / 
careleſs on the circle of the heavens, unconſcious. 
how the courſe of this lower world is ordered, 
and regardleſs whether men be holy or wicked, 
happy or miſerable, was ſo much more agreeable 


to the natural inclinations of mankind, that the 
K -: Grecian 
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Grecian who firſt propagated it was dignified 
. with the name of a 3 and became the 


founder of a flouriſhing ſet. Yet we find that 


the ſame deluſion was equally prevalent many 


ages before him, with thoſe who had an intereſt 
in profeſſing to believe it; for the Pſalmiſt in- 
forms us that there were men in his days who broke. 
in pieces the people of the Log and ꝗſfticted his heritage, 
who flew the widow and murdered the fatherleſs, and yet 


ſaid . the Lon p ſhall not ſee, neither ſhall the Gop 


of Facob regard.” Nay the ſame deluſion makes 
equal ravages at this day among men, who far 
from having any pretenſion tp philoſophy, may 


ſay of it, as the Epheſians of the Hory SeizT, 


„ue have not ſo much as heard whether there be any 


Fuck thing,” Such philoſophy, in fact, is founded 


on 2 dread of reaſoning or thinking at all; 


and it is the favourite creed (becauſe it is the 


patural wiſh) of every wicked apd corrupt heart. 


But in this place at leaſt we may venture ta 


5 profeſs ſome reverence for thoſe ſacred oracles 
which ought to be the ſtandard of our faith, and 


to maintain upon their authority that the Judge 


of the earth doth behold with an impartial eye 


the actions of his intelligent creatures; that the 
economy of this world is under his immediate 
controul; that his judgments are in the earth that her 


inhabitants may learn righteouſneſs; and that national 
calamities are ſcourges in his hand to chaſtiſe 


national jmpieties and immoralities. 


Nay even thoſe who reject as ſuperſtitious the 
idea of divine ipterpoſitipn in human affairs will 
. . N 8 allow, 


„ 1 

allow, if they have read and reflected at all, that 
both reaſon and experience argue the virtue of 
the individuals who compoſe a nation to be the 
beſt ſecurity for its proſperity, and their vice 
the infallible cauſe of its deeay and ruin; that 
when theſe have been the moſt punctual and 
ſcrupulous in the obſervance of private and 
Tocial duties, they have alſo been moſt eminent 
| for ability and fidelity in the diſcharge of public 
offices; and that when their collective virtues 
roſe to the higheſt pitch, they were at that 
juncture as a ſtate moſt glorious, the moſt 
powerful; and the moſt happy: that as ſoon as 
public proſperity and opulence begin to intro- 
duce luxury, pride; effeminacy and relaxation 
of morals, their glory muſt begin to fade and 
their ſtrength to decline: that Government (for 
the upright adminiſtration of which there is no 
ſecurity but in the integrity of the governors) 
muſt in moſt of its departments be perverted 
and corrupted: that the cauſes of the general 
diſorder muſt increaſe with its effects: and that 
nothing but a timely return to its primitive 
virtue can avert or even ſuſpend the deſtruction 
of the ſtate. = | . 


If therefore we ſhould even wave the doctrine 
of the perſonal and occaſional interpoſition of 
omnipotence in national concerns; what a 
trophy does this review of hiſtory afford to the 
glory of divine wiſdom? How providently hath 
God conſulted the honor of his laws, and the 
ſure execution of his will! How indubitable 4 
teſtimony doth he give of his* approbation of 
| „ | A2 moral 


4 3 
moral rectitude, by making national honour atid 
welfare its inſeparable attendants; and how in- 
fallible a proof of his deteſtation of vice, by 
making it in ſtates and kingdoms, as well as in 
individuals, the very feed and principle of 
diſſolution ! e | | | 


From theſe truths, which, as being ſelf evi- 


dent, neither the libertine nor the infidel 
attempts to controvert, humble and candid 


minds, even among the unenlightened heathen 
have been led to attribute every great and ſud- 
den national difaſter, the tuin of independent 
ſtates, and the fall of mighty empires to the juſt 
diſpleaſure of the moral Governor of the uni- 
verſe. And this concluſion is warranted by the 
expreſs declaration of ſcripture, and exemplified 
in many tremendous recitals pointedly applied 
to the confirmation of this doctrine, throughout 
the hiſtorical books of the Old Teſtament. 


We learn further from theſe awful paſſages 


that Gop is patient, long-ſuffering and flow to 


anger: that he uſually warns and threatens 
long before he ſmites: that after the thunder- 
bolt is graſped, and even uplifted for the fatal 


| ſtroke, he grants a ſeaſon for repentance, pro- 
claiming as it were, Yet forty days and Nineveft 


Niall be overthrown,” and pleading with the guilty 


mation, Oh that thou wouldft ſee, even thou, at leaft 
mn this thy day, the things that belong to thy peace, before 


they be hid from thine eyes!” 


Of this gracious ſuſpenſion of divine vengeance 
ſome nations have happily availed themſelves to 


their 


1 

their preſervation, like the Ninevites lately al- 
luded to, by turning from their evil ways. 
Others unawed by the loud voice of 83 
misfortune, and unmoved by the forbearance o 
Gop, bave hardened their hearts againſt repent- 
ance, until his patience has been exhauſted, 
and his wrath, long reſtrained, has burſt in a 
fuller tempeſt on their devoted heads. 


Thus Sodom and Gomorrah, unedified by the 
example and admonitions of Lot, unawakened 

by ſubjection to their powerful neighbours, and 
by their total defeat when they roſe in rebellion 
againſt them, and inſenſible of the divine mercy . 
extended to them in their deliverance from 
the yoke of their conquerors by the hand of 
Abraham, obdurately perſiſted in their horrible 
crimes, till in the words of St. Jude they were ſet 


forth for an example, ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, 


Thus on the peculiarly favoured people of the 
Loo his bleflings and his chaſtiſements were 
alternately beſtowed in vain, Often had they 
ſmarted under every ſcourge by which offended 
heaven corrects the erying fins of nations, war, 
earthquake, famine, peſtilence, flavery, exile 
and captivity, As often had they experienced 
God's paternal merey and readineſs to forgive, 
when they cried unto the Lok in their trouble, and he. © 
Javed them out of their diſtreſſes. Yet having for ages 
ſtretched forth his hands unto a diſobedient and gainſaying 
people, and being at length provoked to give them 
up to the conſequences of their incorrigible 


wickedneſs, he cauſed them to periſh utterly from eff — 
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land of promiſe, he ſcattered them among the nations; 5 
and left n few in number among! the heathen, 


| This too was remarkably the caſe of the people 
of whom our text fpeaks: By Amorites in ſome 
places are to be underſtood the peculiar de- 
ſcendents of Emmor the fourth ſon of Canaan; 
Theſe inhabited the mountains to the weſt of the 
Dead Sea, until having expelled the Moabites 
and Ammonites they extended their frontier far 
beyond its eaſtern ſhore. Sehon and Og, two 
kings of theſe Amorites, were defeated and flain 
by Mofes. But in the text, and in ſome other 
paſſages; the name of Amorites aſſumes a more 
extended ſignification, and muſt be underſtood 
as including all the nations who inhabited the 
land of Cauaan, among whom theſe Amorites 


were the chief; by the ſame figure by which 
Ephraim is frequently put for the whole CI 


or ir ael, : 


"Thats e at "this aimed their rt ſettles 
ment in the holy land, muſt have learned from 
the antediluvian patriarchs the pure and genuine 


worfhip of the true God: which worſhip; how- 
ever, they ſeem very early to have deſerted for 


the groſſeſt and moſt horrible idolatry; It is 


probable that their abominations at firſt received 


ſome check from tlie reproaches of their con- 
ſeiences, from the traditional remains of the 
true religion, from the exhortations of Abraham 
and his deſcendents, who frequently and long 
reſided in their country, and perhaps from ſome 


6 of N of which, how- 


Ever 


| U 7 ] - 

ever, no monuments are preſerved in the ſacred 

| hiſtory. But it appears by the context, that 
Gop allowed them a long ſpace for repentance; 
and by the ſubſequent hiſtory of this people we 
learn that they ſo notoriouſly abuſed the indul- 
gence of heaven, that their utter extirpation 
was at length reſolved on, and finally executed 

in a moſt exemplary and alarming manner. 


| Gop allowed them a long ſpace for repentance, 
His long-ſuffering waited as in the days of Noah, until 
the ſcheme which he had planned top the vindi- 
cation of his holineſs and his juſtice ſhould be 
fully matured : and in this dreadful interval, 
although the event was foreſeen, and the cenſe- 
quence completely adjuſted and ordered in the 
divine council, he pronounces the awful decla- 
ration the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet. full. 


Since then the voice of reaſon and of hiſtory | 
concurs with that of revelation in referring 
public calamities to the indignation of Gop, 
and the ſuſpenſion of them to his clemency, 
Hall we heſitate to apply theſe intereſting truths 
to our own actual ſituation, and to profit by the 
terrific examples of nations whom we may ſoon 
reſemble in puniſhment as ſtrongly as we already 

_ reſemble them in fin? Our ſovereign piouſly - 

aſcribes his late affliction, and his happy reſto» 

_ ration. to à divine; hand. Our prelates have? 
faithfully pointed out to us the true ſources of 
gur former diſtreſs, and of our preſent deliver- 
ance. It is neither the gloomy apprehenſion of 

ſuperſtition, nor-the wild. 5 | 
| ey 
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it is the calm and ſober dictate of reaſon and 


religion, that we are at this moment in the 
critical ſituation deſcribed in the text. Our fins 


have long cried for vengeance. We have been 
repeatedly warned and menaced; and hitherto 


we have been warned and menaced in vain. 
The rod has been recently brandiſhed over us. 
Our-time of probation is yet again prolonged : 
the threatened ruin is yet again ſuſpended, 
becauſe our iniquities are not yet full. | 


Our fins, I ſay, have long cried for vengeance. 
T intend not this diſcourſe as a ſatirical eflay ; nor 
is it my purpoſe to dwell on the topic which has 
been ſo frequently and ſo fruitleſsly inſiſted on, 
the profligacy of the preſent age. That every 
domeſtic and ſocial obligation is trodden under 
foot, that outrage is done to every human law, 


that daring contempt is poured upon every 


divine precept and prohibition, is ſo univerſally 


acknowledged, and that with ſo much apparent 


unconcern, that it may perhaps with greater 
propriety be called the boaſt than the confeſſion 
of the times. Neither will I agitate at preſent 
the trite queſtion whether the manners of the 
preſent generation be really more corrupt than 
thoſe of our anceſtors, Upon a deliberate view 
of the moral and political cauſes which operate 
on the characters of nations, reaſon will decifivel 

pronounce that it muſt be ſo: and, by a faithful 
compariſon of the conduct of all orders of ſociety 


8 at this day and at any period ſince the reform- 


ation, we ſhall at once be convinced that it is ſo. 


But ſince, with reſpect to nations as well as 
7 i individuals, 


* 
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individuals, the abuſe of the advantages Gop has 
accorded to them is at once the cauſe and the 
meaſure of his indignation, let us briefly enquire 
what uſe we have made of the peculiar bleſſing 
with which providence hath indulged us, 


You cannot but perceive that I allude to the 
bleſſing of freedom. So univerſally and ſo equal- 
ly is this ineſtimable gift diffuſed amongſt us, and 
to ſuch an extent is it enjoyed, that it is admired © 
and envied by other nations as the proper and 
excluſive birthright of Engliſhmen: and by the 


| wiſe (I had almoſt ſaid the divinely inſpired 


policy of our anceſtors) ſo happily are the 
various forms of government mingled, ſo artfully 
is the legiſlative tempered and blended with the 
executive power, ſo nicely is the authority of the 
three eſtates of the nation balanced, and ſo fortu- 
nately their claſhing prerogatives and privileges 
_ reconciled and adjuſted, that nothing within the 
compaſs of human foreſight, except our mad 
abuſe of the benefits of this excellent conſtitution, 
can at any time bereave us of the liberty we boaſt, 


Our religious liberty, which is infinitely more 
important, is not leſs univerſal or extenſive, nor 
leſs firmly ſecured. So ſacred in the eye of the 
law is freedom of conſcience, that not only our 
brethren who diſſent from us on the ſubject of 
Church-diſcipline, and other external apd non- 
eſſential points, but even they whole religious 
opinions our Church condemns as impious and 
heretical, are ſecured from perfecution by the: 
oloxious act of toleration, But more: We _ 
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16 
the Bible in our hands: and the faith which is 
grounded on its ſacred authority, and which 


embraces its peculiar and diſtinguiſhing doctrines, 


is not merely tolerated; it is the creed of the 
Church of England. The ſymbols and formularies 
which make the ſtandard of our national faith are 


founded 'on the EVERLASTING GOSPEL : this 
faith is the great object of the protection of our 


laws. The teſt act is its great outward bulwark: 


and, however it may be miſrepreſented by diſ- 
fatisfied ſectaries, the ſpirit of this law is certainly 


not penal or coercive: nay it is eventually pro- 


ductive of very valuable privileges and immuni- 
ties to. Diflenters : it is only reſtrictive : it 
militates not againſt the religious liberfy of any 


man; but it ſecures the church againſt the power 


of her enemies by excluding them from civil 
ollices | 


But liberty, both civil and religious, which 
they only who want it know how to prize, we 
have, in the language of St. Peter, uſed for a cloke 
of malicioujnejs. "I he abuſe of our political freedom 


appears too plainly, in the prevailing contempt _ 


of government, in the inſolence of faction, in 


the reviling of dignities, and bove all in the exe- 


crable preſumption of thoſe who have dared, like 


Shime!, to mock and inſult the heaven-intlidted 


misfortunes of their Sovereign. 


And has the precious talent of religious liberty 
been more faithfully and conſcientiouſly im- 
roved? Rational and diſpaſſionate diſcuiſions 
of the rectitude and propriety of the 3 
| | - | | mode 
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mode of worſhip our laws moſt liberally permit : 


but the audacity of Schiſmatics has inſtigated 


them to revile and ridicule our ordinances and 
our liturgy. Nor has their ae ſtopped 
here: in the pulpit and from the preſs they have 
openly avowed their diſbelief and contempt of 
the record which Gop hath given of his Son. They 
have treated with ſcorn and contumely thoſe who 
confeſs that Jesvs CarisT is Lorp to the glory of GOD 
the FarhER. Every dogma of ſcripture which 
. tends to exalt the Saviour, and to debaſe the 
ſinner which ſets forth the guilt, the miſery, the 
helpleſsneſs of man, and the impotency of reaſon 
to attain a ſaving knowledge of Gon; which 
declares*the glory of the otfices or of the perfor 
of CarisT, his unity and equality with the 
FarHER, the neceſſity, the ſufficiency, the reality 
of his atoning ſacrifice, the ſalvation of ſinners by 
grace through faith in his blood, the prevalence of his 
interceſſion, the influences of the SpIRIT whom 
he ſent down after his aſcenſion, is the object of 
general deriſion: to the Socinian d ſtumbling block, 
and to the Deiſt fooliſhneſs. The ReDEEMER is 
ſtripped of every honor, thoſe only excepted with 
which the very diſciples of Mahomet are content 
to inveſt him. He is reduced to a mere prophet, 
a teacher and example of righteouſneſs, or at 
moſt a divinely. commiſſioned republiſher of the 
religion of nature. Such are the outrages and inſults 
that Chriſtianity ſuffers; and that not only from 
without: ſhe is alſo treacherouſly wounded, in the houſe 
of her friends: for [tell it not in Gath, nor publiſh it in the 
| Breet of Aſtelon the familiar friends of our Church. in 
whom _ truſted, have betrayed her, and they that 
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ent of her bread have lifted up their heels againſt So 
Thus are the ſtreams of virtue and worality 
poiſoned i in their very fources: for to this origin 
will every true Chriſtian trace the corruption of 
public manners ; being convinced that if men 


love not the LoD JESUS Cunis r, they will not keep 
his u. 


Shall I nat viſit for theſe things? ſaith the Lond. 
and ſhall not my ſor! be avenged on ſuc h a nation as this? 
Highly ſav oured as our land hath been, it hath 
ſometimes been alarmed by the proſpect of im- 
pending judgment. But lately we groancd under 
the ſcourge of an unſucceſsful war, without 
friends or aſſiſtants: the great powers of Europe 
entered into ſtrict confederacy with our rebellious 
colonies: of our antient allies ſome beheld the 
unequal and hopeleſs ſtruggle with an invidious 
neutrality little leſs than hoſtile; others became 


our open and rancorous enemies. If the Loxp 


himpelf had not been on. our ſide, now may England ſay, 
If the Lox D himſelf had not been our ſide when men roſe 
up againſt us, they had ſwallowed us up quick when thetr 
wrath was Lindled againſt us: the waters had overwhelmned 

us, and the ſlreum had gone over our ſoul, 


Scarce had he, in compaſſion to our diſtreſſes, 
averted this plague, when we provoked him to 
ſet his terrors once more in array againſt us, and 
to menace us with one of the moſt dreadful] - 
diſaſters that can befal a mighty and high-ſpirited 

people. Wo unto thee, O land,” ſaith Solomon, 

* when thy ling is a child.” When the hand which 
0d w eild the executive power is weak through 

infancy, 


int 


infancy, or through any other incapacity, whe- 
ther temporary or permanent, all the functions 
of government are ſuſpended, or involved in 
_ confuſion almoſt inextricable: the public intereſt 
is wrecked in the conflict of violent and ambiti- 
ous factions, or in the ſtruggles of the different 
branches of the legiſlature for undue and exorbi- 
tant authority: then it is that the ſecret and open 
enemies of a ſtate triumph in its domeſtic weak- 
neſs, and avail themſelves of its diſtracted coun- 
cils. Such was the gloomy face of providence 
which lately frowned upon us. A baleful and 
- malignant diſtemper had well nigh ſubverted the 
intellets of our ſovereign. That acute and 
penetrating underſtanding which had been taught. 
to fathom the depths and to trace the intricacies 
of diſſembling and treacherous policy, to balance 
the power and to defeat the ambition of mighty 
ſtates by oppoſing them to each other, and to 
baffle the more dangerous eftorts of domeſtic 
' ſedition, was threatened with total extinction. 
Already had the dreadful conſequences of this 
misfortune begun to maniteſt themſelves; and it 
required all the firmneſs and vigor of a ſpirited 
and upright miniſtry to preſerve the prerogatives 
of royalty and the rights of the ſenate from daring 
and unconſtitutional encroachment. 


Amidſt all the cabals of party and the malevo- 
lence of faction, the perſonal character of our 
King has always been loved and revered. The 
moſt unequivocal proof of this appeared in the 

eneral dejection and conſternation of his people. 
badneſs clouded every brow. Private joy was 

untaſted; 


F 
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untaſted; and private grief was loſt and forgotten 
in the public affliction. Diſſipation was aſhamed 
to purſue her revels, and flunk away abathed 
and mortified. What news of the King:“ was 
the firſt queſtion in every circle: and the impa- 
tient anxiety of the Enquirer beſpoke him attec- 
tionately intereſted in the anſwer. The public 
prints, heretofore the dull refuge of idleneſs 
from the burthen of time and reflection, were 


_ torn open with an avidity and eagerneſs of 


enquiry, which ſcarce any man had hitherto 
manifeſted in his perſonal concerns; and their 


contents were anticipated by the ſurrounding 


audience from the brightening or the downcaſt 


oye of the affected reader. 


Fully proportioned to this general ſorrow 


and anxiety, was the joy which overſpread 


which overpowered the nation on their beloved 
monarch's recovery. I cannot, I need not de- 
ſcribe it. You cannot forget the univerſal, the 
unaffegted demonſtrations of it. It has not yet 
ſubſided. It flutters, it ſwells at this moment in 

your boſoms. Oh, that it may flow in its proper 
channel! that it may break forth in ſongs of gra- 
titude to him by whom kings reign, and princes decree 


Juſtice—with whom are the iſſues of life and death ; who 


bringeth down to the grave and bringeth up: who repair- 
eth with a word the miſerable ruins of human 
reaſon! that it may excite you to publiſh abroad 
how great things the Lox p hath done for us; to pratſe the 
Lonp for his goodneſs, and declare the wonders that ke 
Goeth $ for the children 98 men. 


Your 


T SJ 

Your gratitude will be encreaſed by a retro- 
ſpect of the calamity which at preſent the tender 
mercy of Gop ſeems to have averted from you, 
There is uſually a ſtriking relation between the 
crying fin of a people, and the peculiar ſcourge 
| which the Lokp employs to chaſtiſe it. We have 
ſeen that the crying ſin of this land is contempt 
of the goſpel: and the judgment denounced 
throughout ſcripture on ſuch contempt is of all 
judgments the moſt dreadful, the utter depriva- 
tion of Gop's deſpiſed word: Becauſe I have called,” 
ſaith CHRIST, under the name of Wiſdom, in the 
Proverbs, ** and ye have refuſed, I have ftretched forth 
my hands and no man regarded; but ye have ſet at nought 
my counſel, and would none of my reproof, I alſo will 
| laugh at your calamity, and mock when your fear cometh. 


Then fhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer, they 


ſhall ſeek me early but they ſhall not find me: for that they 


hated knowledge and did not chooſe the fear of the Lox, 
they would none of my counſel, they deſpiſed all my reproof, 
therefore ſhall they eat of the fruit of their own way, they 
ſhall be filled with their own devices.” ** Behold the days 
come ſaith the Lox p,“ by the prophet Amos, that 
I will fend a famine in the land, not a famine of bread nor 
a thirſt of water, but of hearing the word of the Lorv.”— 
IJ will come unto thee quickly,” - faith CHRISSTH to the 
church of Epheſus, ** and will remove thy candleftick 
cout of his place, except thou repent.” Some of you, 


perhaps, are not aware that this dreadful judgment 


was of late probably not very remote from this 
nation. It is, however, well known that a certain 
faction has long meditated the repeal of the teſt 
act, and the abolition of ſubſcription: if theſe 
things had happened, the fences would have been 

OE | | thrown 
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| 22 ſecret friends within the boſom of the church, 


whom ſhame, fear or intereſt at preſent reſtrain 
within the bounds of hypocritical profeſſion, would 
have eagerly joined them, and the faith of the 
Apoſtles, founded on ſcripture, eſtabliſhed by 
councils, and ſealed with the blood of thouſands 
of martyrs, would have been exploded, decried, 
and finally perhaps perfecuted throughout this 
now ITE and e b © Ne 


Theſe things are in the Loxp's lands Let us 
Wale with trembling that this fearful viſitation i is for 
the preſent removed from us. Let us pray that 
the evil may not 2 ix gur days; and that our be- 
loved monarch, fo lite - reſtored to the prayers of 
his faithful apbpious* fabjects, may long be pre- 
ſerved in health of body and mind, to be a defen-. 
der of the faith,"and a murſt ing father. to tlie Church 
of Cunisrwithin his kingdoms: that our country- 
men may hear the rod, and who hath appointed it; that 
they may be ſenſible that the ſword ſo lately up- 
liſted, hangs yet oyer their heads, until they repent 
uncl turn from the evil of their ways,” or (fearful alter- 
mative!) until the meaſure of bier iniquities be full: that 
they may reflect with due ſeriouſneſs that this aw- 
ful and critical interval of probation is the accepted 

time, the day of Jaluation, —And finally, in the words 
"re our church,” that it may pleaſe Gon to deliver 
us from all ſedition, privy conſpiracy and rebele 
lion, from all falſe doarine, hereſy and ſchiſm, 
and above all from hardneſs of heart and con- ; 
n * nis wort and rey nee 3 
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Hos EA iv. 6. 6 
« My people are deftroyed for lack of knowledge.” 


* HE influence of religious perſuaſion upon 
the moral conduct both of individuals and 
of communities is univerſally acknowledged. 
Reaſon, hiſtory, and experience ſo ſtrongly 
unite to confirm it, that one of the moſt in- 
veterate and ſubtil enemies of revelation which 


| this country ever produced could not withhold 


his aſſent to a truth ſo ſelf-evident. To religion 
at large he bore this remarkable teſtimony, 
that it is the only effectual curb in the mouth 
« of the wild beaſt man.” He might have added, 
but it ſuited not his purpoſe, that the peculiar 
religion prevalent in any nation never fails to 
ſtamp its own character on the manners of the 
people who profeſs it: that where-ever Chriſti- 
anity, for inſtance, has been embraced, eſpeci- 
ally in the reformed churches where it has been 
PE or | | tavght 
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taught in its greateſt purity, there the bleſſings 
of civil liberty, the refinements of art and 


{cience, and the virtues of benevolence and 
humanity have ſhed their beneficent influence: 


while tyranny, ignorance and barbariſm are the 


curſe and the diſgrace of thoſe nations which 
ſtill fit in darkneſs and the ſhadow of death, in 
the night of heathen and Mahometan error. 
If indeed we examine the lives of thoſe who 


Have received the goſpel in its true ſpirit and 
power, we ſhall find a difference of character 


between them and ordinary profeſſors more 
ſtriking than thoſe great diſcriminating features 


which diſtinguiſh the Chriſtian from the Pagan 


world: it is here: that the power of religion 
{ſhines forth in its greateſt beauty and glory; but 
I ſpeak at preſent of the effects of outward 


national profeſſion, as univerſally notorious and 
undeniable. 1 . 


11 religion be the only certain ſource and 


principle of virtue, it follows that in proportion 


as religious knowledge declines in a nation, vice 


muſt abound and increaſe: and that ſuch de- 


clenſion muſt be referred to as the original and 
principal cauſe of the general depravity. Other 
cauſes of a local and political nature may concur 
and the timely application of ſuitable remedies 
to theſe may. in ſome degree reſtrain the progreſs 
of the diſorder : but ſcripture and experience 
warrant us in pronouncing that the root of the 
evil is the want or the- contempt of divine 


knowledge. 


The 


1 
The prophet Hoſea plainly aſcribes to this 


origin the corruption which pervaded all ranks 
of men in the kingdom of Ifrael. The Lox, 


faith he, hath a controverſy with the inhabitants of the _ 


land, becauſe there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge 
of Gon in the land. By wearing, and lying, and 
killing, and ſtealing, and committing adultery, they break 
out, and blood toucheth Blood. Then, after denouncing 
the vengeance of JEHOVAn on theſe crying enor- 
mities, he recurs again to the fatal cauſe of this 
_ degeneracy in the words of the text, My people are 
dle N for lack of fnowledge. | | 3 


Iſaiah, who was contemporary with our prophet, 
deſcribes more diffuſely the ſame ſtate of morals 
in the ſiſter kingdom of Judah, and plainly refers 
the cauſe to the prevalence of religious error, 
particularly on the ſubject of atonement for fin : 
the Jews relying on their punctual attendance 
on religious duties to expiate their atrocious 
offences againſt the moral law. And even David, 
who wrote three hundred years earlier, attributes 
to ignorance and infidelity the progreſs of pre- 
ſumptuous wickedneſs in his own days. The fool 
hath ſaid in his heart there is no God : corrupt are they, 
and have done abominable iniquity. God looked down from 
heaven upon the children of men to ſee if there were any that 
did underſtand, that did ſeek Gon : Every one of them is 
gone back, they are altogether become, filthy, They break 
in pieces thy people, O Loxp, and affl& thine heritage, 
they flay the widow and the ſtranger, and murder the 
fable ef, yet they ſay the Loxp ſhall not ſee, neither ſhall 
tie Gop ＋ Jacob regard. 
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ſentiment prevails, each man 


41 
It is impoſſible to read the deſcriptions which 
theſe inſpired writers give us of the ſtate of their 
country, with reſpe& to religion and morals, 
without adverting to the ſtriking reſemblance 
which they exhibit to the ſentiments and man- 
ners of our own times. The characteriſtic 
feature of the preſent age is indifference to 
religion in general.“ A fatal maxim bearing 
the ſemblance of candor and liberality is univer- 


Tally adopted, that it imports little what a man's 


religious opinions may be, provided his life may 
be regulated by principles of integrity and bene- 
volence, He who reflects on the obſequiouſneſs 
and pliability of human reaſon, and the facility 


with which men deceive themſelves when the 


intereſt of their paſſions requires that they ſhould 
be deceived, will ſcarce wonder that, while this 

ald adopt that 
creed which is beſt calculated to accommodate 
his inclination and to juſtify his practice. And 
indeed, having aſſumed the privilege of chuſing 


for ourſelves a ſyſtem of religious perſuaſion, 


independent on Gov's revelation, we may with 


equal propriety aſſert a right to form our own 
code of moral and ſocial obligation, 


* From this affectation of candor,” ſays an 
elegant writer, we have ſunk into liſtleſſneſs ; 
and have tamely ſuffered a daring ſpirit of 
infidelity to oppoſe, and a ſpecious hereſy to 


undermine the intereſts of Chriſtianity, becauſe. 
we have been apprehenſive that our firmneſs 


would be branded with the odious name of 
bigotry,” We are at caſe in Zion, while the 
a Deiſt 
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Deiſt aſſaults her gates with the too ſucceſsful 

engines of ridicule and ſophiſiry; and his uſeful 
ally the Socinian ſaps her foundations by the 
treacherous arts of falſe interpretation, and under 
the inſidious pretence of retormatiion, 


In the higher ranks of liſe infidelity f PTC: ads its 


_ ravages far and wide. Every puchcation which 


attacks the ſyſtem of revealed truth is eagerly 
ſought out and warmly extolled. If written with 
ſome ſpecious diſplay of learning and argument, 
it is pronounced by the veterans in inciedulity 
convincing and unanſwerable; if the reaſoning 
be leſs ſolid and conſiſtent, with the young and 


gay a lively conceit or an affected ſneer wil! coſily 


ſupply the place of ſound logic, Every profeſhon 
of religion ind@olite cucles is laughed out of 
countenauce; aud the natural conſequence upon 
our morals is, that it demands more firmueſs to 
ſpeak one ſerious ſentence in praife of virtue, 
than it formerly required of audacity to pro- 


nounce the apology or even the panegyric of 


vice. Offences againſt the ſocial and relative 
duties which heretofore were not thought of but 
with horror are daily related with cool indiffer= 


ence, and the narration is received without ſur- 
Prize or concern. The fame perverted notion of 
liberty which has fo long encouraged us to bid 


defiance to laws and magiſtrates, has excited us 
to throw off the reſtraints of piety and goodneſs; 
and ſo effectually have we emancipated ourſelves 


from their dominion, that at length, in the 


language of St, Paul, being the ſervants of hi in we are 
* 28 beach. | 


Faſhion, 


[ 22 ; 


Faſhion, we know, confines not herſelf to the 
adjuſting of our habits, and the regulating of our 
ceremonies: her empire is extended over our 
thoughts, our words, our actions, Even our 
religion and our morals muſt be modelled ac- 
cording to the general ſtandard. As all modes 


originate with the great, and are imitated by 


their inferiors with circumſtances of prepoſterous 
exaggeration, ſo in religious ſentiment, and in 
moral practice, the peaſant and the mechanic 
(to uſe the language of our moſt admired poet) 
*© tread on the courtier's hgel.” If they cannot 
enter into the nice and ſubtil diſcuſſions of the 


infidel creed, they have at leaſt ſome groſs idea 


of its general ſcope and tendency, and are 
ſufficiently dexterous in applying it to practice: 
and (as it is cuſtomary where the reſtraints and 
refinements of education are abſent) its influence 
on the manners of theſe men, appears in more 
glaring and diſguſting colours. Hence daring 
and flagitious wickedneſs ſtalks abroad with open 


front, unabaſhed by order and decency, undiſ- 


mayed by the certainty of puniſhment. Rapine, 
violence, and murder no longer ſkulk in dens, 
or ſhelter themſelves in darkneſs; they riot fear- 
leſs in the center of the capital, and in the face 


of day. Hence the venerable men, to whom 


the adminiſtration of the law is committed, have 
been conſtrained to do violence to their humane 
and benevolent feelings, and to exhibit juſtice 


arrayed in all her terrors: and a ſtranger, who 


ſhould ſuperficially obſerve the number of victims 


recently ſacrificed to the public peace and ſecu- 
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we muſt expect no other effect of ſuch inſtructions 


. 
being dictated by the very ſpirit of lenity and 
mercy, were written like thoſe of Draco in 
characters of blood. 


The infallible word of Gop, in pointing out 
the cauſe, directs us to the remedy of this alarm- 
ing malady. I preſume not to conjecture by 
what expedients the wiſdom of thoſe who enact, 
or of thoſe who adminiſter our laws, will attempt 
to reſtrain the overflowings of wickedneſs, and to 
provide for the general ſafety. But if it be for 


lack of religious knowledge that our people are deſtroyed, 


the -prieſt muſt concur with the ſenator and the 
magiſtrate in the important work of reformation. 


Acts of the legiſlature, by aggravating puniſh- 
ment, or ſecuring its infliction, may reſtrain, in 


ſome degree, the outward actions, but the hearts 


of men they cannot reach. Out of the heart, our 


bleſſed Saviouk informs us, proceed evil thoughts, 


murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falſe witneſſes, 


blaſphemies: and nothing but ks religion can change 
and purify the heart. | * 


Revelation exhibits to us one and the ſame 


method to reform, and to fave men. 'The moſt 


enlightened of the heathen, with all their philo- 
ſophy, were ignorant of Gop; conſequently. 
they diſhonoured and provoked him by their 
practice. If like them we content ourſelves with 


declaiming on the beauty and moral fitneſs of 


virtue, and with repreſenting vice as full of 
deformity, as pernicious to the peace of ſociety, 
and degrading to the dignity of human nature, 


98 


| 6 J 

bt the lives and converſations of our fellow- 
citizens than they produced on the manners of 
the licentious Roman and the voluptuous Greek. 
We ſhould, indeed, inſiſt on every argument 


againſt fin, drawn from nature, reaſon, and ex- 
perience, to fhew that the law is holy, and the com- 


mandment juſt and good: but let us not hope to make 


conſcientious Chriſtians in any other way but by 


teaching them that the life they live in the fleſh they 


muſt live hy faith in the Sox of ws who loved ems 
and gave Hage for them. 


The great leading truths of the goſpel are of | 


ſuch unſpeakable moment, that they ought to be 
for ever kept in view. Such as the loſt condi- 


tion of man by nature—the-neceflity of ſalvation 
by Currsr—the ſatisfaction made by the fuffer- | 
<A of the RenzemeR in the finner's place—free 


Torgiveneſs throngh faith in the blood of atone- 
ment—the neeeſſity of regeneration, and of the 


influence of the Hory Srigir to enlighten and 


ſanctify the hearts of his people. 


It is only on the ruined Nate of man by nature 
that the neceſſity of ſalvation by CarrsT is 
founded. Unleſs men be convinced that all 
have ſinned; unleſs they be made ſenfible of the 


| Holineſs and juſtice of God, in vain will the 


Goſpel be announced as glad tidings of great Joy to all 
people. The law then muſt be preached in its 
utmoſt extent, and moſt refined ſpirituality; in 
all the force of its unchangeable obligation, in all 
the terror of its awful ſanctions. This do, and live. 
F he foul that ſinneth it ſhall die, Gov muſt be repre- 

4 | > ſented 
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| ſented as of purer eyes than to behold iniquity: as 2 


Gop at once of boundleſs compaſſion, and of 
inexorable juſtice : as pardoning iniquity, tranſoreſſion 
and ſin, for the ſake of the perfect and ſufficient 

facrifice made by his Sow, yet by no means clearing 


the guilty, who ſpurn and neglect this great ſalvation. 


To evince the exceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin, and its hate- 


fulneſs in the ſight of Goo, we muſt appeal to his 
judicial dealings with preſumptuous finners 


even in this life; and to his-denunciations of 
eternal puniſhment after death. But chiefly we 
mult appeal to that moſt ſignal and awful diſplay 
of his vengeance on Calvary ; where all the arrows 
of his wrath were pointed at one breaſt, all the 
phials of his indignation were poured out on 
one head; where he declared, in the moſt un- 


_ equivocal manner, that no ſacrifice leſs precious 


than the blood of his own co-eternal, co-equal 
Sow, could make ſatisfaction to the divine juſtice 
for ſin, For we may with certainty conclude 
that he who knew no fin would never have been made 
fin for us; he who being in the form of Gov, thought it 
not robbery to be equal with Gon, would never have 


taken upon him the form of a ſervant; he who was GO 
over all, bleſſed for ever, would never have become a 


curſe, if any other method could have been 
deviſed conſiſtent with the honor of the divine 
attributes, if any inferior ſacrifice could have 


appeaſed the offended juſtice and holineſs of the 7 


FaTHER. 


From the holineſs to the mercy of Gon, or 
rather to both in conjunction, the views of the 
ſinner muſt next be directed. He muſt be taught 

| | D that 


LF 
that he doth the greateſt outrage to both theſe 
om attributes, if he preſume to imagine that 


is own imperfect righteouſneſs, his alms, his 
duties, can in any degree merit or purchaſe his 


Juſtification in the fight of Gov He muſt be 


taught that the work of his ſalvation was finiſhed 


and compleated on the croſs: that he is Juſujied 


freely by Gop's grace, through the redemption that is in 
Jesus CHRIST, whom Gop hath ſet forth to be a propi- 


tiation through faith in his Hood that Y grace we are 


Javed through faith; not of works, left any man ſhould 
boaſt: for we are his workmanſhip, created in -CurIsT 
ow unto good works—that good works, in the 
anguage of our church, follow after juſtifica- 
tion: — that every thing that is good in us is the 
effect of Gop's grace, and not the condition of 
his favour: that for a ſinner, therefore, to ima- 
gine that he muſt found on his own obedience 
his title to Gop's acceptance, is injurious to the 
riches and the freedom of divine grace, and the 
way to retard if not to prevent his ſanctification. 


But the privileges of the Goſpel : are inſeparably 


connected with its duties. We mult preſerve in- 
violable the harmony and dependence which 


ſubſiſts between them, We muſt not fail fre- 
quently and fervently to ſet forth the influence 
of truth on moral practice. We muſt remind 
men, that he that abideth in CRHRIST, ast the branch in 
the vine, the ſame bringeth- forth much fruit, That fin 
muſt not have dominion over them, even becauſe they are 
not under the luto but under grace: that although good 
works have no part whatever in meriting or pun- 


chaſing his acceptance with Gop, yet they are 
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indiſpenſably neceſſary to every Chriſtian, 4s 


the only infallible marks and evidences to him- 


ſelf, and to the world, that his faith is genuine 
and ſaving: that the faith which is deſtitute of 
theſe fruits, is dead, ſpurious, hypocritical. 
'Fhefe truths St. Paul conſtantly exhibits in their 
proper order and connection, and particularly in 
the epiſtle to Titus :—not by works of righteouſneſs 
which we had done, but according to his mercy he ſaved us, 
—How?—by the waſhing of regeneration and renewing 
of the Hor Gnosr, which he ſhed on us abundantly 
through JesUs CHRISTHν our SAVIOUR :—to which he 
preſently adds, Theſe things, I will that thou affirm 
conſtantly, that they which have believed in Gop might be 
careful to maintain good works, 4 | 


Theſe doctrines, ſo unſpeakably momentous, 
ſhould be clearly explained, and frequently in- 


culcated. They are the doctrines of the reforma- 
tion: they are the glory of our own evangelical 
Church, whoſe foundations are laid in the truth 


of ſcripture, and whoſe walls are cemented with 
the blood of ſaints and martyrs. To the Socinian, 
who openly denies the divinity of our bleſſed 
Loxy, and by a fatal conſequence attempts to 
overthrow his ſatisfaction, they are a ſlumbling 
block; and to the Deiſt they are fooliſhneſs. But, 
what is moſt aſtoniſhing, many, who cannot with- 
hold their aſſent to them as ſcriptural truths, yet 
affect to diſcourage the preaching of them from 


an apprehenſion that they may be abuſed to the 


purpoſes of licentioufneſs. I know not indeed 
any truth which is not liable to perverſion, or 
which hath not in ſome inſtances been perverted, 


"1 
But hath Crurisr commanded us to preach the 
Goſpel to every creature, and ſhall the wiſdom of 
man preſume to judge of conſequences, and 
arrogantly pronounce it expedient to ſuppreſs its 
glorious truths, to ſubſtitute in its room a ſyſtem 
of heathen ethics, and reduce the whole of God's 
revelation to morality and a future ſtate? No; 
let us lay down the truths of Gop's word in their 
due connection and ſubordination: let us clearly 
explain, and carefully guard them: let us preach 
Currsr and him cructfied, warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wiſdom, that we may preſent 
_ every man perfect in CuRISsT JESUS: and if perverſe 
ſinners will afterwards wreft the good word of 
Gov, they wreſt it to their own deſtruction, But 
neither is this apprehenſion founded in reaſon 
nor in experience. By fair and conſiſtent rea- 
ſoning, no conſequences ſubverſive of morality 
can poſſibly be elicited from the dodrines of 
grace. Never were the manners of the Proteſtant 
ſubjects of this kingdom more exemplary. than in 
the period immediately ſubſequent to the re- 
formation, when theſe doctrines were taught in 
their greateſt purity; nor were they ever more 
looſe and profligate than at this day. Were the 
Goſpel again generally taught, and faithfully 
received, we ſhould once more become a people 
fearing Gop, and working righteouſneſs; a people zealous 
of good works, Our priſons would no longer be 
thronged with felons; our highways would no 
longer ſwarm with robbers and aſſaſſins; nor 
would the honoured guardians of our laws be 
. compelled perpetually to whet the ſword of 
| Juſtice, and mark her progreſs with blood. A 
£2 3 | ocial 
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| ſocial and relative duties would be ſcrupulouſly 

and chearfully diſcharged. The rights of ſociety 

would be reſpected; and the magiſtrate would be 

revered as ſent by Gop for the puniſhment of evil doers, 
and for the praiſe of them that do well, 


Theſe great and deſirable ends would be pur- 
ſued with greater proſpect of ſucceſs, if the heads 
of families would ſecond the endeavours of the 
clergy. The influence of domeſtic government 
is greater than is generally conceived. The force 
of natural affection, joined to that of natural 
authority, gives unſpeakable weight to parental _ 
admonition; and thouſands have acknowledged 
through life, with pious gratitude, the benefits 
they derived from early tuition and example. 


It cannot be unſeaſonable, on this occaſion, 
to recommend to the protection and encourage- 
ment of all benevolent Chriſtians a late truly pious 


and humane inſtitution, whoſe object is to in- 


ſtrut and reclaim the children of careleſs or 
indigent parents. 'Theſe wretched infants, deſti- 
tute of the bleſſing of parental inſtruction, and 
(as it would ſeem) of parental tenderneſs and 
affection, abandoned to idleneſs and ignorance, 
and their inſeparable attendant vice, ſeem to 
be in peculiar danger of periſhing for lack of know- 
ledge, Let them be urged and atlured, if poſlible, 
let them even be compelled to lay hold on the 
charitable hand which is extended to reſcue them 
from theſe deplorable evils, It is ſomething to 
redeem from profanation part of that day which 


the laws of Gop and of our country have con- 
| | = - ſecrated 


Ty 
fecrated to the divine worſhip: Nor can thoſe 
ſacred hours be more conſiſtently employed, 
nor the intereſts of national virtue and religion 
better conſulted, than by the truly - benevolent 
endeavour to inſtil into tender minds thoſe 
principles and maxims which alone can render 
men acceptable ſervants of Gop, or uſeful mem- 
bers of ſociety. | 
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2 CorinTH. VIII. 9. 


« For ye know the grace of our LoRD Jesus CARIST, 
that though he was rich, yet for your fakes he became 
Poor, that ye thr ough his poverty might be rich.” 


9 Me — * * 222 


Je, 


N all the abend of St. Paul to the 


Chriſtians of the various churches planted or 


vi ted by him, whether addreſſed to them in' 


perſon or by epiſtle, we cannot but obſerve a 
wonderful brevity, ſimplicity, and pertinency. 
Whatever doctrine is to be eſtabliſhed, whatever 
duty enforced, not a ſingle argument, nay ſcarcely 
a ſingle word does he employ which could have 


- wt * 


been omitted without leaving his reaſoning ob- 


ſcure, or deſtitute of that force and cogenc 


which it is on all occaſions allowed to poſſeſs. 
And it is particularly to be remarked, that when 
he is recommending univerſal integrity and recti- 


tude of conduct, or inculcating the practice of 


any particular grace or duty, he never grounds 


on the fitneſs of things, on the happy influence 
of moral conduct on ſociety at large, or on its 
* to promote their own honor and happi- 


neſs | 


his perſuaſions on the beauty and dignity of virtue 
in general, or of the peculiar virtue in queſtion, 


| 
| 
: 
, 


1 


neſs in particular; but always on arguments 
drawn from the doctrines of that holy faith which 
they profeſſed, arguments of which he expected 
them to acknowledge the force, only as they were 
Chriſtians. Such. as the command or the example 


of CazisT himſelf; the utter inconſiſtency of ſin 
with their Chriſtian profeſſion; its tendency to 


diſhonor the name of their Gop and Savioug; 
to injure the peace or proſperity of his church, 
or to impede the propagation of his glorious 

Goſpel. | 8 FT. # 


Would he inculcate on the Corinthians an 
attention to the ſeif-denying duties, and a ſpotleſs 
purity of life? ' His argument is, that they are the 
temples of the HoLy GnosrT, that they are not their own, 
but are bought with a price, and muſt therefore glorify Gop 
in their bodies, and in their ſpirits, which are his. Are 
the Epheſian ſervants to be exhorted to diligence 
and fidelity towards their maſters? He commands 


them to be obedient to them as unto CHRIST, as his ſer- 


wants, with good will, doing ſervice, as to the Lox D and 
not to men, Would he recommend to his beloved 
Philippians the ſpirit of meekneſs and humility? 
Let this mind, faith he, be in you which was alſo in 


Cuarrsr JEsus, who being in the form of Gop, yet was 


made in the likeneſs of men, and being found in faſhion as a 
man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the croſs. Does he wiſh to excite 
the Coloſſians to heavenly mindedneſs? Set your 
affections on things above, not on things on the earth, for 


ye are dead, and your life is hid with CHRIST in Go. 


Would he exhort them to patience and forgive- 


neſs of injuries? Forbearing one another and forgiving 


one 
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one another, even as CHRIST forgave you, ſo alſo do ye. 


Did the Theſſalonians abandon themſelves to 


immoderate ſorrow for their departed friends? 
It is thus that he endeavours to rouſe and to con- 
ſole them : Sorrow not as others which have no hope, for 
if ue believe that Ixsus died and roſe again, even ſo them 
alſo which ſleep in Ixsus will God bring with him. Is 
Titus to be inſtructed. to enforce univerſal up- 
rightneſs of life and converſation both by his 
_ doctrine and his example? The grand motive 
is thus propoſed to him: In dll things ſhew thyſelf a 
pattern of good works, that he that is of the contrary part 
may be aſhamed, having no evil thing to ſay of you. For 
| the grace of Gov, that bringeth ſalvation hath appeared to 
all men, teaching us that denying all ungodlineſs and 
_ worldly luſts, we | ſhould. live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
. godly in this preſent world, looking for that bleſſed hope, 
and the glorious appearing of the great Gop, and our 
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST, 8 | 


But theſe obſervations cannot in any inſtance 


* be better exemplified than in the ſubject before 


us. About twenty-ſeven years after the cruci- 


fixion of our Lox, the neceſſities of his indigent 


members in Judea called loudly for relief from 
their more opulent brethren. The newly planted 
Chriſtian churches in Macedonia and Galatia 
made liberal contributions for their ſupport. 
The diſciples at Corinth too, either at the in- 
ſtance of St. Paul, or of their own ſpontaneous 
motion, had determined to make collections for 
the ſame benevolent purpoſe ; but their firſt zeal 
in this cauſe ſeems. to have cooled and abated; 


and the Apoſtle ſeems to have been apprehenſive 
1 that 


þ 
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that their intended contribution would be too | 
long delayed. In order to re-kindle their ardor, 
and to expedite the completion of this pious and 
charitable work, throughout this and the following 
chapter, with great del:cacy and admirable addreſs, 
he endeavours to ſtir up in them a holy emula- 
tion, by ſetting beſore them the example of the 
ou and humane, though poor Macedonians, 

ot that he wiſhed to excite-them to an oftenta-, 
tious diſplay of greater wealth, or greater munifi- 
cence than others poſſeſſed; but rather to fervent 
prayer, that they might be endued with an equal 
. | meaſure of divine grace: for it is not to any 
- = fſuperior liberality or benevolence of their natural 
|| ___ diſpoſition, but to the grace of Gop beſtowed on them, 
1 | and enabling them /ir/t to give themſelves to the Lox p, 
= and then to dedicate their poſſeſſions to his ſer- 
| | vice, that St. Paul attributes the extraordinar 
bl exertions of the Macedonians in behalf of their | 
1 | __ diſtreſſed brethren in Judea, as you will perceive | 
[| by reading the preceding part of the chapter. + 


But though the Apoſtle avails himſelf of the 
= example of other churches to quicken the dili- 
= gence of his Achaian diſciples, yet neither in the 
| firſt epiſile to the Corinthians (in which the col- 
l | Iction here alluded to is firſt mentioned) nor in 
'F | this, does he employ any argument to en- 
| force the practice cf charity but that which the 
text contains. He declares it unneceſſary, with 

reſpect to them, to inſiſt on the duty as a poſitive 

command of Gop. IT ſpeak not by commandment, but 
by occaſion of the forwardneſs of others, and to prove the 

ſincerity of your love. For ye know the grace 4 our | 
ps | | OR 
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Lord Jesus CHRIST, that thouzh he was rich, yet for 
our Jakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty 
might be rich: that is, if ye love him in ſincerity, 
as believing that great and ſtupendous inſtance of 
his grace, ye will need no command or other 
motive to abound in charity towards his people: 


but ye will ſeel a holy jealouſy and indignation 


againſt yourſelves, if others ſhould outſtrip you. 
in this moſt unequivocal mark of attachment to 
his perſon and his cauſe, 


The ſufferings of the brethren in Judea ſtrug- 

gling ſometimes with famine, ſometimes with 
perſecution, and ſometimes labouring under the 
united preſſure of both, (afflictions which were 
brought upon them by their ſteady adherence to 
the ſame glorious cauſe the Corinthians them 


ſelves were engaged in, and which therefore 


might probably in a ſhort. time overtake them 
too) the beauty, the equity, the expediency of 
mutual benevolence, and its tendency to promote 


the beſt temporal intereſts of ſociety, theſe were 


ſubjects on which the Apoſtle might have exerted 
with advantage and with effect the ſtrong rhetori- 
cal talents which he appears both by his epiſtles 


and his orations to have poſſeſſed in no common 


meaſure: by ably touching theſe ſtrings he might 
have commanded the maſter ſprings of their ſouls, _ 
and engaged on the fide of humanity the beſt and 
moſt amiable paſſions of the human heart; but 

he diſdained to addreſs himſelf to their unſancti- 
fied affections, or to be indebted for the ſucceſs 


of his exhortations to any but Chriſtian motives. 
In all his undertakings the love of CHRISH conjtrained 


E 2 him, 


. 
him, and he inculcates on his ſpiritual children 
no other principles of action than thoſe by which 
he himſelf was ſo eminently actuated. 


Neither does he endeavour to excite them to 


miniſter to the neceſſities of the ſaints by 


telling them that a liberal diſtribution of alms 


will atone for the ſins of their lives. In what 


eſſential point does this prepoſterous ſentiment 


differ from the abſurd and juſtly exploded Romiih 


doctrine of purchaſed pardons and indulgences ? 
An opinion more fatally erroneous than this, or 
more contrary to the whole current of the 
Goſpel, never entered into the head or heart of 
man: for it is clear from the whole tenor of ſcrip- 
ture that nothing but the all-meritorious ſacrifice 


of Cuxisr's blood can poſſibly expiate in whole 


or in part the leaſt violation of God's righteous 
law. If it be founded on the text Charity ſhall cover 
the multitude of fins, we ſhall ſee how abſurdly that 


paſſage is miſinterpreted and perverted, by recur- 


Ting to the roth chap. of Proverbs, whence it is 
quoted by St. Peter; and more fully by examin- 
ing the 13th chap. of the firſt Epiſtle to the Co- 
Tinthians, in which it is declared that a man may 
beſtow all his goods to feed the poor and yet be dęſtitute of 
charity, and conſequently be nothing profited by his 
alms. It is true that the Goſpel ſpeaks ofa reward 
to be beſtowed in the life to come for humane 
and benevolent actions; and the acquittal or 
condemnation of men at the laſt day 1s repre- 
ſented by our Saviour himſelf as turning on the 
performance or the negle& of practical charity 
in this life: but we muſt carefully obſerve e 

| | | : | that 


t 71] 
| that the very idea of a reward is diſtin& from and 
oppoſite to that of a ſtipulated hire or ſalary which 
the workman is intitled to demand; and that if 
it were poſſible for us to do all that ts commanded, 
we are enjoined to acknowledge that this perfect 
obedience is no more than what Gop hath a 
right to exact from us, and therefore to call our- 
ſelves unprofitable ſervants ; ; and conſequently what- 
ever reward Gop ſhall be pleaſed to beſtow on our 
poor ſervices muſt be not of obs but of grace. Aud 
ſecondly, we muſt obſerve that the actions to which 
ſuch rewards are promiſed are always ſuppoſed in 
ſcripture to ſpring from the only acceptable mo- 
tive, the love of Chriſt. H Hoſbever ſhall receive one fuch 
little one in my name recetv2th me, Vhoſoeuzr ſhall give a 
cup of cold water to a diſciple in the name of a diſc ible, 
00 in no wiſe loſe his reward: conſequently theſe 
rewardable charities are incompatible with the 
habi:ual and wilful commiſſion of fin. But if a 
man {hall with horrible prefumption attempt to 
make a compromiſe with his Judge, purporting 
that the ſinner ſhall purchaſe by his alms a right 
to perſiſt in his crirnes, and that Gov in conſi der 
ation of that purchaſe {hall tolerate his offences; if 
the unjuſt extortioner {hail retain h:s fraudulent 
gains and by virtue of his maxim that charity covereth 
the multitude of ſins, ſhall hold himſelf excuſed irom 
making reſtitution; if the voluptuous man in 
Tight of his alms thall conceive himlelt entitled 
to lead a life of ſenſuality, and ſhall die under | 
the influence of ſuch maxims, and in the practice 
which naturally reſults from them, he will find 
himſelf in the end miſerably defrauded of his 


money and his lalvation too. Great Gop! ex- 
| Claims 
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claims an eminent French Proteſtant Divine, 


are theſe the ideas which we form of thy ma- 


jeſty? If ſuch be the principles of our virtues 
what muſt be thoſe of our vices ? Shall we at- 
tempt to blind by bribes and preſents thoſe all 


ſeeing eyes in whoſe ſight the heavens are not clean ? 


and attempt to make Gop himſelf the accomplice 
of our crimes ?” 


Still leſs does St. Paul urge as a motive to the 


practice of charity what we have been told, (incre- 
dible as it may ſeem) even from the pulpit, that it 


will compenſate for errors in faith. This ſentiment, . 


diſguiſed in the ſemblance of candor and liber- 


ality, has in the preſent age well nigh ſapped the 


foundations of Chriſtianity: and he who by his 
writings or his preaching affords it the leaſt coun- 
tenance is but a falfe and hollow friend to the 
doctrines of revelation, It ſets the Pagan the 
Deiſt and the Chriſtian on a level; it puts aſunder 


thoſe things which Gop hath joined together, the faith 


and practice of a. Chriſtian, and declares that 


grapes may be gathered of thorns, and figs of thiſtles: it 


annihilates the fin of chuſing darkneſs rather than light, 


and of making Gop a lar by refuſing to believe the re- 


cord which he hath given of his ſon: it gives the lie to 
his word who declares a ſteady afhance in CHRIS 


to be indiſpenſably neceſſary to ſalvat on, ſaying 


at one time without faith it ts impoſſible to pleaſe Gop, 
and at another there is no other name under heaven 
given among men whereby they may be ſaved but only the 
name of our LORD Jesvs CHRIST. Every dogma 
and every narrative contained in the New Teſta- 
ment militates againſt this ſenſeleſs and danger- 

ous 
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ous perſuaſion. When the prayers and alms of the 
devout Centurion aſcended as a-memorial before God, if 
theſe had been ſufficent for his juſtification, why 
was it neceſſary that Peter ſhould be commiſ- 
fioned to tell him words whereby he and his houſe ſhould 
be ſaved, namely that through the name of IE Sus, who- 
ſoever believeth in him ſhould receive remiſſion of ſins? 
When the trembling Jailor- at Philippi, in 
the agony of conviction demanded of St, 
Paul, what muſt I do to be ſaved? why did not the 
Apoſtle ſay, © Thy belief indeed as a heathen is 
erroneous and contrary to the revelation of Gop 
given of old to the fathers by the prophets, and in theſe 
latter days to us by his Son; nevertheleſs in future 
treat thy priſoners with humanity, and give alms 
of ſuch things as thou haſt, and the charity of thy 
ractice ſhall atone for the errors of thy faith? 
St. Paul knew that his Log po had ſummed up the 
whole purport of his Goſpel in this ſentence, 
He that believeth ſhail be ſaved: He knew that faith in 
CnrisT would as neceſſarily work by love, as a good 
tree would bring forth good fruit: he therefore anſwers 
his penitent in the very words of his bleſſed 
Maſter, Believe in the Loxp Jesus CHRISH and thou 


© ſhall be ſaved, | 


Nay the heatheniſh. and pernicious opinion I 
am combating will Le inevitably productive of a 
looſe and relaxed moraliy: for every ſcheme of 
religious perſuaſion neceſſarily includes in itſelf | 

fyſtem of moral obligation; and if it be eſtabliſhed,. 
on any principle whatſoever, that men are at li- 
berty to reject the revelation of Gop, and to 


frame or chuſe their own creed, every man will 
Sn | certainly 


5 [ 20 J 

certeinly chnſe ſuch an one as ſhall favour his 
own paiticular propenſities and defend and jui- 
tify his own particular practice, and ſet him at 
eaſe in the indulgence of his appetites ſo far as 
he can gratify them without incurring temporal 
inconvenicnce. 


St. Paul then, addreſſing himſelf to men who 
were followers cf the Len J Esus in ſincerity, rejects 
all theſe ſuperilucus, theſe falſe and pernicious ar- 

uments, and ſets before them cne only motive to 
call forth their charity into action, namely the love 
of Cunisr. This keurgesasthe nobleſt, the moſt 
affecting, the moſt efficacious motive, and that 
which alone could render their gifts acceptable 
in the fight of Gov. | 


Ye Fnow the grace of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, that 
though he was rich yet for your ſakes he became poor. He 
was rich in glory, power and heppineſs, for we 
are told that in the beginning he was with Gop, and 
was Gor : in the language of St. Paul Gop over all 
bleſſed for ever: in the language of a creed which 
the whole Chriſtian church hath adopted © Gop 
of the ſubſtance of his Father begotten before all 
worlds.” Rich in the abſolute poſſeſſion of all 
the incommunicable attributes of Deity : neither 
__ needing, nor being capable of addition to his 
felicity trom any other being : ſupremely happy 
in the contemplation of his own glorious per- 

fections: yet with divine complacency beholding 
them reflected in his works. For we learn that 
He it was who in the beginning laid the foundation of the 
earth, and that the heavens with all their hoſts were the 
; 7 8 work 
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work of his hands: clocicnss in the praiſes and adora- 


tions of millions of pure and ſpiritural beings 


whom he had ſpoken into exiſtence; the theme 
of the celeſtial ſongs of angels, the object of the 


burning devotions of the radiant Seraphim. He 
was one of the Three Perſons united in the Di- 
vine Eſſence. who condeſcended to meet in coun- 
cil on the creation of man; all the beauty and 
riches of nature were at his command : her laws, 
being eſtabliſhed by his word, were always at his 
controul; for it is written that by him and for him were 
all things created that are in heaven and that are in earth: 


and he is before all things and by him all things conſiſt. 


Thus rich was our LoRD Jesvs CHRIST. But oh! 
how poor was man! He was created irideed in the 
image of Gop. Endowed with every mental and 
corporeal perfection of which ſpirit united to 


matter is capable, Bleſſed with the favor of his 


creator, pure and innocent, and conſequently 
happy: armed too with all the wiſdom and power 
which were requiſite to maintain him in this. 
bleſſed ſtate: - 


6 Sufficient to have ſtood, though fo to fall.“ 
But by his lamentable revolt from Gov: how 
was he deſpoiled of tneſe invaluable riches ! 
From that moment the favor of his maker was 
loſt. . He became obnoxious to death natural, 
ſpiritual and eternal: and his nature being cor- 


rupted by fin, his poſterity neceſlarily became 


heirs of his wickedneſs and his miſery, for who, 


faith Job, can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not 


O O 


one. The outward bleſſings which nature had on 


all ſides ſhowered around him were forteited. 


E __ 
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The very elements became hoſtile to him: the 


air breathed diſeaſe around him: the fruits of the 


earth, obtained with pain and toil, while they 
ſeemed to-ſupport ſecretly undermined his vital 
powers, and enſured while they retarded the exe- 
cution of the ſentence pronounced on him. 'The 
inferior animals, once ſubject to his command, 
united in the general enmity of creation againſt 
the rebel to his Gop: the ſavages of the foreſt 
roared defiance againſt him, and the moſt con- 
temptible inſe&s perſecuted and annoyed him. 
His own follies and luxuries combined with 
the univerſal malignity of nature againſt 
him. Subject to pain, malady and violence, 
this once happy creature, though he trembled at 
the idea of death, yet often languiſhed. for its 
approach, as a deliverer from the miſeries which 
oppreſſed him! 


But how much more dreadful was the change 
which paſſed upon his mind. His underſtanding 
was clouded and obſcured, His will was per- 
verted and enſlaved. His affections were cor- 
rupted and born away with irreſiſtible propenſity 
to the immediate cauſe of his miſery fin. His 


breaſt became the ſeat of every malevolent and 


ſelf deſtroying paſſion, pride, envy, hatred, ava- 
Tice, ſenſuality and above all unbelief. So effec- 


tually was his fooliſh heart darkened that he became 
capable of denying the miſery of his condition; 
of aſſerting the competency of his reaſon for the 


_ diſcovery of theological truth; of boaſting of the 
dignity and the moral rectitude of his nature: or, 
if he ane ſome degree of guilt and 
ann 
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obnoxiouſneſs to the divine diſpleaſure, of con- 
ceiving that he himſelf could remove it by ab- 
ſurd and ſuperſtitious rites, or by the practice of 
what he called moral virtue: and when Gop in 


infinite condeſcenſion and mercy announces to 


him an all-ſufficient remedy for the evils under 
which he labours, he is found capable of proudly 
rejecting this remedy: of reprobating his reve- 
lation as abſurd and incredible, becauſe it involves 
ſome points which ſurpaſs the comprehenſion 
of his own limited and benighted underſtanding : 
and of blaſphemouſly pronouncing the ſcheme of 
redemption to be incompatible with the wiſdom 
and the juſtice of the Al MIGHTY. In this ſtate 
of things, man, to complete his miſery, was ne- 


ceſſarily ſubject to the wrath and curſe of Gop, 


The divine equity, holineſs and veracity ſtood 


engaged to inflict the ſentence of eternal death 
on the whole offending race; nor could the 


divine mercy interpoſe in their favour unleſs a 
ranſom {hould be found, 


© Such is the condition by nature of every child 
of Adam, If the God of this world have not blinded his 


eyes, an examination of his own heart may con- 
vince every man of the truth of it. He who de- 


nies this doctrine, denies it in defiance of ſcrip- 


ture, reaſon and experience. Upon no other 
plan but on the doctrine of original fin, or a lapſe 
of mankind from the purity and perfection in 
which our firſt father was created, can we account 


ſatisfactorily for the natural and moral evil which 


deſolates the world; upon no other principle can 
we reconcile with the mercy and juſtice of Gon 
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the miſeries kick man ſuffers from man, or the 
calamities, the diſeaſes, the deaths that furround 
him. 


To deliver us from this complicated miſery 
the text informs us that our Lorp JESUS CHRIST 
became poor. Being in the form of Gop, faith our 


Apoſile, in another place, he mad? himſelf of no re- 


putation, or, as it is worded in the Greek, he emptied 


timſelfſ—diveſted himſelf for a time of the majeſty 
and riches of his Godhead, and laid aſide, as to 
the nature which he put on, his equality in dig- 
nity with the F ATHER——and tool upon him the form of 
a ſervant and was made in the likeneſs of man, He took 
upon him all the miſery of our moſt calamitous 


nature: he aſſumed a body liable to the ſame 
infirmities, pains and maladies with ours, and a 
reaſonable human ſoul, capaiite of ſy mpathizing | 


and feeling the afflictions of the body as well as 
its own. Becauſe the children were partakers of fleſh and 
Blood, he himſe if took part of the ſame, If we conſider 
his poverty in the obvious and outward ſenſe of 
the word, we {hall find it extreme. Of the vari- 


ous conditions of human life his was the moſt 


necdy and helpleſs. He voluntarily made choice 


of the moſt reſourceleſs indigence. So poor was 
he that he had not where to lay his head. His follow- 
ers, needy as they were, miniſtered to him of their 


ſubſtance, and he was De neceſſitated to 


work a miracle, to ſupply the cravings of nature. 


In all things he was made like unto us, fin only excepted. 
Nay in the ſenſe of imputation he took upon him 
our fin too. This was the great end of the humi- 
liation to which he ſubmitted, For the Lox laid 
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upon him the ĩniquities of us all, He was bruiſed for our 
iniquities and wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and his ſoul 
was made an offering ſor ſin. Herein chiefly conſiſted 
his poverty and wretchedneſs, that as our repre- 
ſentative he was deprived of the favor, and ſtood 
the mark and object of the vengeance of God. 


When he found his three favourite apoſiles, in- : 


ſtead of ſympathizing with him in thoſe agonies 
which rendered his ſoul ſorrowſul even unto death, 


| ſleeping in the garden; when he found himfelf 


betrayed by one of his diſciples, denied by ano- 
ther, and deſerted in his extrem! ity by all, theſe 


afflictions, though cutting in the extreme to a 


mind ſuſceptible of the tcndereſt friendſhip, 
what were they to the ſufferings he endured on 
the croſs, when in the midſt of the moſt dreadful _ 


. torments of foul and body, he complained that 


his Goo forſook him too: Behold and ſee, all ye that 


f þaſs by, if there be any ſorrot lihe unto his ſorrow, where= 
with the Lok D afflicted him in the day of his fierce anger! 


But what was the end and object of this ex- 


| treme poverty and miſery ſubmitted to by him 
who was and is moſt high in the glory of Gop 


the FarnrR? The Apoltle anſwers, it was that 
Ye through his poverty might be rich, T hrough his po- 
verty! Therefore there was no other way. It 
has been thought preſumptuous to aſſert that 
Gop had no mercy but in Jzesus CHRIST : that he 
could not conſiſtently with his juſtice and holineſs | 
pardon ſinners without an atonement. But 
whatever Gop might or might not have done, the 
{cripture poſitively and uniformly declares that 


the new and living way into the holigſt ts conſecrated for = 


only 


| [ 46 ] 
only through the vail of his feſh—that he is exclu- 
fively the way, the truth, and the life, and that no man 
cometh unto the Father but by him: and we may ſurely 
argue without preſumption from the infinite va- 
lie of this myſterious ſacrifice, that no inferior 
offering could have been accepted: that he who 
was God over all would never have been made man; 
he who was bleſſed for ever would never have be- 
come a curſe, if in any other way the juſtice of the 
Father could have been ſatisfied, or his anger 
pores. | 


And what are the riches which his overty pur- 
chaſed for us? Not the riches of this world. 
They who poſſeſs theſe in the greateſt abundance 
are often pooreſt in the ſight of Gop, The low 
eſtimate He makes of wealth, appears by his be- 
ſtowing it frequently on the weakeſt and worſt of 
men: and indeed, except in the hands of ſuch as 
have grace to dedicate it to the ſervice of Gop, 
it is a dangerous and fatal ſnare. But he became 
poor that we might be rich in the favor of Goo. Heirs 
of the righteouſneſs which is by faith, Heirs according to 
tie hope of eternal life. Heirs of the kingdom he hath pro- 

miſed. Heirs of Gop : Joint heirs with Jxsvs 
Cuxisr. His poverty hath purchaſed to thoſe 
who believe in his name an intereſt in whatever 
he hath done and ſuffered, in whatever he is _ 
hath to beſtow : in his life, and in his death: 
his righteouſneſs, or that perfect obedience he 
paid to the law in their ſtead and for their juſtifi- 
cation: in the ſatisfaction made by his blood to 
divine juſtice, whereby the wrath of Gop is ſo 
4 pee toward them that there is now no 


condemnation : 


1 
condemnation to them which are in Chrift Feſus ; in the 
immortality aſcertained by his reſurrection, in the 
gifts he received for men, when he aſcended up on high and 
led captivity captrve ; in the ſanctifying and enlight- 
ening influences of the Hor; Gaosr the Com- 
FORTER whom he ſent down on his diſciples, by 
whom he hath promiſed to be uit his people always 
even unto the end of the world, by whom they be- 
come rich in good works and in all the graces and 
fruits of the ſpirit, love, joy, peace, long-ſuffering, gentle- 
neſs, goodneggy faith, meekneſs, temperance ; in the in- 
terceſſion FP makes continually before the throne 
of Gop; #nd in the eternal glory and felicity of 
which, as their forerunner and in their name, he 
hath taken poſſeſſion at the right hand of God for 
ever. All things ſaith the Apoſtle are yours, whether the 
world, or life, or death, or things preſent, or things to 
_ all are yours; and ye are Chriſ?s, and Chrift is 
x0d's. | : 8 


It remains that we apply the doctrine con- 
tained in the text to the purpoſe for which the 
Apoſtle wrote it, and for which we have choſen it 
as the ſubje& of your meditation this day. Far be 
it from the miniſters of the Goſpel to inſult your 
underſtandings by endeavouring to perſuade you 
that the outward act of alms-giving can atone for 
ſin: far be it from them to deceive and betray 
your ſouls by teaching that it can compenſate for 
the want of true and lively faith in your Re- 
DEEMER. It is from that faith alone that we draw 
our arguments for the practice of the tendereſt, 
the moſt exalted, the moſt diffuſive charity. And 
what argument ſo noble, ſo affecting, ſo com- 

1 - pulſive 
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pulſive can be found? The N contempt 
of money, the tender ſympathy with the woes of 
others which ſeem to be interwoven in the very 
conſtitutions of many perſons, are amtable in 
themſelves, and are made by over ruling provi- 
dence to conduce to the good of ſogiety : but 
how great, how beneficent are their effects, when 
they are enlarged, refined, and directed to their 

proper objects by that grace which can encreaſe 
them where they are, and create them 'where 
they are not. If ye indeed know experimentally 
the grace of our Lord JESUS CurisT, ye cannot forget 
that he hath ſhewn ſuch condeſcending attention 
even to your temporal welfare that he hath made 
your benevolence to each other the teſt of your 
affection to himſelf: that he hath commended 
the poor to you as the repreſentatives of himſelf. 
In as much as ye have miniſtered to one of theſe my bre- 
thren ye have done it unto me. Theſe words preſent 
as it were. before your eyes him who was rich in 
divine majeſty, ſupplicating your aſſiſtance and 
aſking alms from you for whoſe fakes he became poor 
that ye through his poverty might be rich, This argument 
is loſt upon them who acknowledge not their 
wretched and deſperate condition through original 
and actual fin: it is loſt upon them who deny the 
Divinity of their Saviour, and by conſequence 
the atonement and ſatisſaction made by him; and 
while theſe eſſential dodrines of Chriſtianity 
are generally decried, it is no wonder that charity is 
at ſo low an ebb, But they who acknowledge with 
St. Paul, herein Gop commendeth his love towards us, 
that while we were yet ſinners CHRIST died for us, and 


that it was Gop — . his church with his own 
| blood, 
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- Mood, will feel the energies of love and gratitude 
irreſiſtibly inciting them to do their utmoſt for 
his ſuffering children for his ſake. 'They will 
alk what ſhall we ren ler to the Lord for all the heneſtis 
which he hath done unto us? What condeſcenſion 
can men of the moſt exalted rank ſhew to the 
meaneſt of their feilow worms comparable to 
that by which the migity Gop ſtooped to the 
condition of humanity? Can we ſuffer for our 
brethren any affliction equal to what he endured 
in our behalf? Can we reſcue them from indi- 
gence which bears any proportion to the poverty 
from which he hath delivered us? . Can we con- 
fer on them any benefit worthy to be named with 
the riches he hath purchaſed for us? It is tor 
want of theſe principles, that, although Gop 
kath done ſo great things for us, we think him re- 
paid, we even preſume to conſider him as in- 
debted to us, if after having provided largely, 
not for our neceſſities, but for our pleaſures, 
our luxuries, our ſumptuous apparel, our pomp- 
ous equipages, our frivolous amuſements, we 
beſtow the pitiful gleanings of our wealth on the 
poor whom he recommends to our protection, 
and in whoſe welfare we ought to Le intereſted 
from the ſympathy of a common nature without 
any other motive. | 


The arguments which furniſh ſuck glorious 
incentives to charity in general, wilt be found 
to plead with peculiar force in favor of that 
branch of it which ſolicits your attention this day. 
Common alms may keep famine from the doors 
of the poor, may appeaſe the hunger aud —__ 

the 


1 
the thirſt of their children; but their happineſs in 
maturer life and the more important concern of 
their everlaſting well-being cannot be ſo effectu- 
ally provided for as by their early inſtitution in 
religion. Common alms may be extorted from 

ou by importunate and fictitious tales of diſtreſs: 
but whatever ye may this day beſtow from mo- 
tives ſo pure and ſo exalted as thoſe which have 
heen now preſſed on you, cannot be miſapplied. 
The protection of this inſtitution is committed to 
upright and reſpectable perſons who are vigilant 
to remark and anxious to amend if poſſible all 
the defects of it. The public ſupporters of the 
charity look up to you for aſſiſtance and ſupport. 
Jo you the helpleſs orphan ſtretches his hands; 
to you the deſtitute widow, and the laborious but 
indigent father lift their eyes gliſtening with tears 
of gratitude for your paſt favours, and beaming 
with confidence in the perpetuity of your 
bounty. They beſeech you by the tender ties 
of humanity, by their own oppreſſive neceſſities 
and diſtreſſes; they implore you by your zeal for 
the glory of Gop, they conjure you by the ex- 
ample and for the ſake of your Saviou to protect, 
to ſupport, to inſtruct them. The knowledge of 
letters, one of the moſt important gifts of Gop 
to the children of men, is neceſſary not merely 

to their maintenance, promotion and proſperity 
in more advanced life, not merely to their utility 
as members of the community, but to their par- 
ticipation in thoſe bleſſings which yourſelves as 
Chriſtians enjoy; to the training of them up as 
heirs of the kingdom of heaven; to the Opening 
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of an acceſs for them to the ſacred ſcriptures, 
which alone are able to make them wiſe unto ſalvation. 


Tt has been well remarked that ** as ſeeds are 
borne abroad by the winds unſeen of us, and 
plants and trees ariſe in places where we are not 
conſcious of having aſſiſted in their cultivation, 
ſuch is the filent increaſe with which the labours 
of ſuch ſocieties as this are often bleſſed :” and 
ye may not improbably this day have the glory 
of being inſtrumental in advancing the intereſts 
of the kingdom of Gop, and in ſaving the ſouls 
of perſons whom ye may neither ſee nor hear of 
until they make part of your joy and crown of re- 
Joicing in the preſence of our Loxd IEsUs CHRIS at 


is coming. | 


XIV. Joun 27. 
0 Not as the world givetſ give I unto you. 


T and eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity 
in the world has been frequently and juſtly 
conſidered as a continued and perpetual miracle; 
as an evidence in its favor no leſs convincing 
than the ſtriking prodigies by which its Divinz 
Aurnor appealed not only to the reaſon, but to 
the very ſenſes of men in confirmation of his 
celeſtial miſſion, The ſtrength of the argument 
ſeems to me to lie principally in this, that the 
| Goſpel, inſtead of addreſſing itſelf to the natural 
paſſions or worldly intereſts of men, declares open 
war againſt both.” | 
The ſyſtem of Paganiſm, which overſpread 
the earth before the revelation of truth by IESsus 
CnrisT, was abundantly indulgent to pride, am- 
bition and luxury. By cloathing the very objects 
of its worſhip with human paſlions and frailties, 
and by propoſing as tlie reward of virtue an 
Elyſium the happineſs of which conſiſted in the 
fame purſuits to which the man was moſt attached 
on earth, it gave, as it were, the ſanction of re- 
ligion itſelfto the gratification of whatever paſſion 
| | H might 
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might chance to predominate in each of its 
votaries. | | 


The religion of Mahomet, (which unbappily 
Taiſed itſelf in the Eaſt, not on the ruins of pure 
Chriſtiantiy, but on a church falſely called Chriſti- 
an, whoſe foundations were already ſapped by the 
fatal prevalence of the Arian doctrine and of the 


_ innumerable petty herefies which branched out 


from it,) extended itſelf eaſily by virtue of the 
ſame maxims and principles. The natural pro- 


* 


1 of men were ſcarce checked or thwarted 


by any of its precepts; by moſt of them they were 
flattered and encouraged. The command to 


ſpread their faith, and to convert the neighbour- 
ing nations by the ſword was ſufficient to recom- 
mend it to a martial people enamoured of mi- 
litary glory, addicted to plunder and to every 
licentious abuſe of victory. Ihe ſingle reſtraint 
of temperance was abundantly compenſated by 
the promiſe of a luxurious and ſenſual paradiſe: 
and the poſitive injunction of frequent prayers, 
ablutions, faſtings and pilgrimages was cven ſweet 
in itſelf to the pride and ſelf- rightecuſneſs natu- 


ral to the heart of man, who is never happier 


than when be can flatter himſelf that he nents 
and purchaſes the favor and approbation ct his 


If we inquire into the Nate of religion at the 
time of our Saviour's coming, even among the 
choſen people to whoſe keeping the oracles Cp 
were committed, we ſhall find it equally friendly 


to the natural- inclinatiuns and purſuits of men, 


| Equally 


1 

equally unfavourable to the reception of the pure 
Goſpel of Cnersr. 'I here was then indeed, as at 
all times, a ſmall remnant of believers, who ac- 
knowledged and adored the expected Meſſiah in 
his true character, and in his threefold office: 
But the Jews at large, neither deſiring nor feeling 
their need of a Saviour from fin, figured him to 
their imaginations as a temporal prince and con- 
queror, who thould wreſt the ſcepter out of Cefar's 
Hand, and transfer the ſeat of univerſal empire 
from the Capitol to the walls of Sion, Although 
the ſigns of the times ſo remarkably correſponded 

with the predictions of the prophets, that eve 
boſom beat with expectation of the promiſed ſeed, 
yet this expectation raiſed in their minds no other 
emotion than that of eager deſire for wordly 
grandeur and proſperity. The ſenſe of the law 
and of the prophecies they had wreſted and dif- 
torted, till they ſeemed to form a ſyſtem to coun- 
tenance their abſurd prejudices, and to defend 
their corrupt practice. Ihe nation was divided 
into two principal ſects, of which one abſolutely 
denied the doctrine of a future exiſtence after 
death ; and the other, under colour of extraor- 
dinary zeal and rigor, added many ceremonies 
and duties of their own deviſing to the poſitive 
inſtitutions of the ceremonial law, and by their 
| ſcrupulous obſervance of theſe imagined they ex- 
piated before Gop, or concealed from men, 
eir habitual negiet of the moſt important 
moral precepts. I he purity of the religion pro- 
fefled by the race of Abraham, how much ſoever 
they had corrupted it by their vain traditions, 
tended in ſome degree to throw the reſtraint of 
| - | outward 
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outward decency on their actions; and therefore al. 


though they were univerſally addicted to extortion, 


fraud, oppreſſion, treachery, malice and revenge, 
we do not learn that they were ſo openly pro- 
fligate and debauched as the Gentiles of the ſame 
age were, Yet we find among them many fla- 


gitious inſtances of offences againſt the ſelf-deny- 
Ing duties; and there can be no doubt that the 


hearts and lives of men were in that, as in other 
parts of the world, earthly and ſenſual as well as 


A. -:-- 


Such was the religion and ſuch the morality of 


the people to whom the revelation of evangelical 
truth was addreſſed, But the Divine Promulga- 
tor of the Goſpel, inſtead of accommodating his 


doctrine like the Pagans and Jews of his own day, 


and like the Mahometans ſome ages after, to the 
appetites and the prejudices of men to. whom 


this world was all, gives them fair and open 
warning that his kingdom is not of this world, That 
the object he has to propoſe to their ambition is 


a heavenly kingdom, a pure and ſpiritual felicity 
after death. That the road to this kingdom is 


through much tribulation, That far from allow- 


ing any indulgence to their carnal and worldly 


propenſities, he requires the ſacrifice even of thoſe 


affections which might ſeem to them both inno- 


cent and laudable. That they ' muſt give up 


all if they would be his diſciples. That if they 
would follow him they muſt be content to take up 
the croſs. That the right hand muſt be cut off and the 


right eye plucked out, That violence muſt be done 


even to parental and filial tenderneſs, if either 


ſhould 


Wc 

ſhould ſtand in competition with his region. That 
the frien Iſuip of the world ts enmitv with God. hat 
he has nothing to promiſe them in this worid 
but contempt and ignominy, poverty and atfliction, 

rſecution and death. He well knew that, ac- 
_eording to the maxims of human prudence, this 
was not the method to gain many proſeiytes, 
or cauſe his religion to triumph over theories ſo 
flattering to the corrupt hearts of men. But he 
knew too that wijlom. wouid be juſtified of her 
children; that his word would not return to him fruſs 
_ trated, but would proſper in the work twhoreunto he ſent 
it, that Gop would give him the heathen for his inhe= 
ritance and the utmoſt parts of the world for his poſſciſion; 
that he ſhould ride on conquering and to conquer, until his 
kingdom ſhould rule over all, 1 


There are many who ſeem to imagine that be- 
cauſe we at this day are born within the pale of 
the viſible church of CurisT, becauſe we are 

in early infancy initiated into her communion, 
and outwardly profeſs our aſſent to her creeds, 
we of courſe belong to his inviſible church. Ihe 
Iſraelites of our Saviouk's days were under a 
ſimilar miſtake. "They tlattered themſelves that 
they had profited by the atti:on of their fore- 
fathers under the Babyloman captivity; and be- 
cauſe they were deiivered from that yoke, and 
moreover profeſſed more outward reverence for 
religion, having collected and adjuſted the canon 
of the ſacred writings, and reprobated the im- 
piety of their anceſtors by building the monu- 
ments and adorning the ſepulchres of the mar- 
tyred prophets, they N themſelves with 
a an 


or the world on its votaries, but how they give: 


E 


An eye of preference and blindly profeſſed, if we 


had been in the days of our fathers we would not have been 
partakers with them in the blood of the prophets, But out 

bleſſed Loxp removes the veil from their eyes, 
and confutes them by this unanſwerable argu- 
ment, that being actually in ſimilar circum- 
ſtances they were actually proceeding in the ſame 


Reps. Thus if we triumph in our fancied ſu- 


periority over the unhappy Jews and Pagans who 
rejected Chriſtianity at its firſt promulgation, a 
flight examination may convince us that the in- 


compatibility of the Goſpel with the corrupt in- 


clinations of the natural heart as fatally prevents 


the majority of mankind from receiving the 


truth in the love and power of it, as it did then: 
and that the truth contained in my text, that 
our SAVIOUR giveth not as the world giveth, as effec- 
tually deters the votaries of the world in this 
country from defiring or ſeeking what he hath 
to give, as it did in the Sanhedrim or in the 


 Arcopagus,. © 


The words of the text are part of that beau- 


' fiſul and affecting confolatory diſcourſe in which 


our bleſſed RED EEMER endeavours to prepare 
and fortify the hearts of his afflicted diſciples 
againſt their approaching ſeparation from their 
beloved Maſter. I propoſe to conſider it as a 

fimple propoſition or axiom, without reference 
to the context with which it is connected, or to 
the occaſion on which it was delivered : and, ad- 
Hering to the letter of the words, to enquire not 
what our SAVIOuR beſtows on his faithful people, 


not 
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not what is the ſubſtance, but what is the effect 


or conſequence. of their gifts reſpectively, and 
upon what terms they impart them. 


And, fcſt, whatever the world has to beſtow 
muſt be attained with much vexation and tatigue, 
and at great coſt, It cannot in ſtrict propriety 

be ſaid to give any thing. Its pleaſures, its 
_ . honors, its emoluments muſt be hardly earned, 
and dearly bought; even at the expence of our 
health, our time, our liberty and our conſcience. 
What has ayarice, ambition or luxury to impart, 
for which ſome or all of theſe invaluable treaſures 
. muſt not neceſſarily be bartered? Nay the 
worldling muſt conſtantly. ſacrifice ſome favorite 
objects of his deſire to facilitate the attainment 
of others: wealth muſt be trucked for pleaſure, 
independence for promotion, eaſe and leiſure 
for reputation. 


Let us examine two purſuits of the men of 
this world eſteemed the moſt laudable and inno- 
cent of all, Contemplate firſt the candidate for 
literary fame. Reſolute and alert he ſpreads his 
fail, to circumnavigate the whole extent, and to 


g explore every region of the world of ar 


He is called indefatigable and ſuch indeed his 

undertaking requires him to be. Having mea- 
ſured amazing tracts of philological diſquiſition, 
new tracts ſeemingly immeaſurable extend them- 
ſelves to his aſtoniſhed view. Having laboured 


with painful ſtep up the moſt formidable heights 
of philoſophy, other Alps riſe in endleſs ſucceſ- 
Gon before him. The effect of all his acquiſitions 

12 in 
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in knowledge is to confirm the conviction of his 
 1gnorance; the fruit of his moſt intenſe labour is 
the aſſurance that it is eudieſs. He dies perhaps 
cflefled of the renown ot having thrown ſome + 
1 on the idiom, the origin or the pronun— 
ciation of an obſolete language: of having formed 
an ingenious conjecture concerning the date or 
the ſulject of an antiquated medal; or, fiill 
more glorious! of haviug diſcovered ſome pro- 
perties hitherto unnoticed of certain geometrical 
quantities! What price did he pay for this en- 
vied this immortal reputation? He baniſhed 
himſelf from the comforts and endearments of 
ſocial lite, His health was exhauſted by per- 
tual vigils, his conſtitution was broken by pain- 
5 and lingering diſeaſes. He not only deſtroyed, 
perhaps, the bodily organs moſt neceſſary to the 
ſucceſs of his purſuit, but he firained and im- 
2ired by conicant tenſion the mental inſtruments 
employed in his favorite reſearches, his imagina- 
ton, his memory, his judgement. He reduced 
his underſianding below the level of the illiterate 
vuigar whom he deſpiſed: he exhibited in his 
latter days a melancholy wreck and monument 
of the frailty of AD reaſon. He died a dri- 
velling idiot! | | . 


If we may compare a pigmy with this giant, let 
us oppoſe to him his greateſt contraſt, one of the 
ſons pf modern diſſipation. Averſe to the trouble, 
ſcarce capable of the exertion of thinking, this 
- frivolous being attedcts to deſpiſe the accompliſh- 
ments which he deſpairs to attain. Without any 
end of bulineſs or even ot * in view, Kis 
5 | mind 


E 


mind wearies-and exhauſts its feeble powers in 
perpetual efforts to banith retlexion and to joſe 


the conſciouſneſs of its own exiſtence. Think 


not that this ſtrenuous idlen ſ is void of pain and 


labour; the weighty cares and ſollicitudes of 
dreſs, the taſk of deviſing new modes of trichug 


and childiſh amuſement to murder time aud 


thought are real toil and fatigue to an under- 
ſanding of this ſize and complexion. Yet for 
ſuch conſiderations he not only ſacrifices the eſ- 
teem of the wiſe and the approbation of the good, 


but ſubmits. to the contempt and ridicuie of 


worldlings ſomewhat more active aud rational 
than himſelf. | 


Extend theſe reflexions t the vetavies of alea- 
ſure, wealth and power, ani you will perc-:ve 
that ſuch ſatisfact ns as this worid can give are 


purchaſed by tuem all with fervie toll and 


drudgery, at the expence of all that is ruly va- 


| Juable in this Life, aud often by the loſs of their 


immortal {ouis, 


The Holy Scripture points” out this truth in a 


variety of paſſages. / he wages, (the dearly and 
laboriouſly earned wages) of fin is death. Where- 
fore do je ſpend money (or as tlie original more beau- 
tifully expreſſes it, wherefore do-ye weigh out ſilver} 
for that which ts not bread, and your lat our for that 
which ſatisfieth not? Why waſte ye ſolid and pre- 
cious treaſure, your health, your time, your ta- 
cuities, your eternal well-Leiug, for e tugitive, 
and uuſubſtautal tiles of this vain world? 
5 
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j 
. 
4 
i 


© 
- ” —— — — bs — a * Form — © — — 
— ns — — pb — —— * Os wh . __ as — — — + _ — 
r an . nu OI 4 r = — =4 
Fen 4 * 2 wy 1 8 r n _ * — Re Ot bat * —_—_ Oy" 


— 


. 


„ 
The contraſt in this reſpect between what the 
world gives and what CHRIST gives is ſo obvious 


as ſcarcely to need pointing out. The ſame 


paſſages of Scripture which I have juſt cited 
advert to it. The wages of ſin is death, but the 


gift of Gop is eternal life, through Jesps CnRIST 
our LoRD. Ho! every one that thirfteth! come ye to 
the waters, and he that hath no money: come ye, buy 


and eat: yea come buy wine and milk without money 
and without price ; hearken diligently unto me and ye ſhall 


eat that which is good: and in another place, who- 
foever will let him come and take of the water of life 
freely. Inſtead of the empty periſhing unſatisfac- 


tory good which the world offers, at fo dear a 
3 He tenders ſubſtantial and ſalutary food 
for the ſoul, and that freely and gratuitouſſfy. 
Nothing is required, but to thirſt, to will, to come! 
to buy without money and without price, not pre- 

tending to merit, or preſuming to purchaſe theſe 
favors. He who ſo liberally offers them, purchaſed 
them for us at a price all price beyond. We 
have nothing to do but to relinquiſh the hollow, 
unwholeſome, unſubſtantial food which muſt coſt 
us ſo inexpreſſibly dear, and as needy ſtarving 


ſouls to accept of this heavenly feaſt on the li- 


beral terms on which alone he offers it. 


But let us ſuppoſe a man to have attained eaſily 
and early in life the ſummit of all earthly proſ- 
perity. Still all is uncertain and precarious: all 
is at the mercy of thoſe endleſs viciſſitudes of 
which the moſt ſolid eſtabliſhments of this world 
are the ſport: all is tranſient and fleeteth away 
like a ſhadow. Doſt thou baſk in the ſunſhine 


of 


1 


of court favor? Art thou high in office, and 


powerful in influence? A ſecret accuſation ſhall 


go forth to prevail againſt thee: the monarch or 
the favorite ſhall ſuddenly frown upon thee : 
thou ſhall be degraded from thy illuſtrious em- 
ployments and {tripped of thy ſplendid appoint- 
ments; and the mercenary crowd that ſeemed 
yeſterday to live but in thy ſmile, with ſhameleſs. 
. indifference ſhall turn their backs upon thee s 
and haſten to pay their homage to the riſing ſun; 
Waſt thou nurſed in the lap of fortune, or has 
thy induſtry acquired thee wealth and laid thee 
up much goods for many years? Thy riches {hall 
make themſelves wings and flee away: A courſe of 
prodigality ſhall conſume, or a proceſs at law 
| ſhall tear from thee thy patrimony: a tempeſt 
ſhall whelm thy ſhips and thy precious merchan- 
diſe in the ocean: a hurricane or an earthquake: 
wall defolate thy diſtant plantation or the ene- 
mies of thy country ſhall waſte it with ſword and 


fire. Doſt thou inwardly exult in the honeſt - 


pride of a fair and ſpotleſs reputation? A fiend 
in human ſhape ſhall ſecretly fabribate a tale of 


infamy againſt thee, and faſten on thee the guilt 


of a deed which thy ſoul abhors. He ſhall at- 
tribute thy moſt generous actions to the moſt 
unworthy motives; he thall infinuate that thy 
moſt conſpicuous virtues are but ſpecious maſks 
to cover the moſt infamous viees: he {ſhall art- 


fully combine and perverſely interpret the 
known circumſtances of thy life, ſo as to give 


colour and plauſibility to his aſſertions. Perhaps 
thou ſhall never know thy accuſer: but thou ſhall 

read his {ſucceſs in the averted eyes and eſtranged 
| Ce | countenances 


all that this world giveth, He ever attends thee, 
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countenances of thoſe who formerly encountered 


thee with looks of confidence and eſteem: and 


thy he:rt, too fondly anxious for the approba- 
tion of men whoſe judgment is liable to error 
and whoſe ears are ever open to calumny, ſhall 
agonize though conſcious of innocence, and wiſh 
to break to forget its ſorrows. Is thy happineſs 
chiefly centered in ſocinl 2nd domeſiic comforts? 
Theſe too {h: il te poilened, blalied, annihilated, 
Thy friend ſhall forſake or betray thee; or a 
buſy and envious whiſperer ſhall ſow diſtruſt and 
alienation between him and thee. Death ſhall. 
make a lamentable breach in thy family: the 
partner of thy heart, whoſe boſom is the repoſi- 


tory cf all thy joys, thy hopes, thy affections, 


ſtall be ſuddenly torn from thine arms, and 


ſtretched a lifeleſs corps before thee. Or thou 
hall be made to feel, in the forcible language of 


the poet © How ſharper than a ſerpent's tooth 
it is lo have a thankleſs child,” If thou eſcape all 
theſe calomities, ſeverer misfortune ſhall touch 
thy perſon : thy heaith, thy vigor {hall be pre- 
maturely blaſted; thy youth ſhall pine in ſickneſs. 
incapable of taſting or enjoying the bleſſings that 
ſurround thee, If this happen not to thee, yet 
old age © with ſtealing ſteps” creeps unobferved 
upon thee: the days approach of which thou 


mall ſay, I have no pleaſure in them: and though free 
from diſeaſe nd pain, the faculties both of thy 


mind and tody ſhall be blunt and callous to thy 
wonted enjoyments: thou ſhalt loſe the reliſh of 
life, and yet diead the approach of death. Death, 
whether early or late ſhall ſurely take from thee, 


he 
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he ſurrounds thee, he inhabits thy very frame. An 


unwonted quickneſs or flowneſs in the pulſation 


of thy arteries, a trifling augmentation or dimi- 
nution of heat in the temperament of thy 
brain may this moment announce his approach. 


In that caſe, where, what is all that the world 


hath given? Even if thou have no ſtronger reaſon 
than the pain of relinquiſhing its faſcinating plea- 
ſures, thou wilt with thou hadſt never enjoyed 


© 


them. 


But the happineſs which Cunrsr gives to his 


faithful people is certain, permanent, unchange- 


able as himſelf. It flouriſhes equally in youth 
and in age, in health and in ſickneſs, in proſpe- 
rity and in adverſity, in life and in death. The 
various blaſts of misfortune may overtake the 
Chriſtian as well as the man of this world, but 
they whiſtle harmleſs over his head. Neither 
his wealth nor his habitation is in this world. 
His treaſure he hath ſent before him into heaven; 
and the miſeries of life ſhall but quicken the ſteps 
by which he haſtens to overtake it, His houſe is 
built on the rock of ages, and though the rains deſcend, 


and the floods come, and the winds blow and beat upon it, it 
Mall never fall, His hope is founded on the im- 


mutable promiſes of him who cannot tye. What 
his Saviour hath given him is peace: that peace 


with Gop which he himſelf made by the blood of his 


croſs : that peace which paſſeth al! underſtanding ; that 


peace which: as the world cannot give, ſo it never 
can bereave him of. It is ſuperior to the fluctu- 
ation of all ſubiunary things; it is 3 

the viciſſitudes of chance and time: it is undiſ- 


K turbed 


Re >. 
turbed by the injuſtice, the violence, the calum- 
nies of men: it is ſtrengthened by affliction, 


confirmed by nn crowned and perfected by 
death. | 


A more ſtriking defect in the gifts of the world 
is that they really tend not to the object which 
they profeſs to have in view. Of all the reſtleſs 
purſuits, of men the end is happineſs. But who 
ever dared to profeſs that he had attained this 
end? During the fatigue ot the race we pant for 
the diſtant goal, and think full ſurely that when 
we arrive there our deſire will be crowned. 
When we have hunted down the prey, we pro- 
nounce it worthleſs in itſelf, and declare that all 
the pleaſure was in the Chaſe. Anguiſh attends 
diſappointment, diſguſt or ſatiety waits upon 
ſucceſs. A thouſand other evils ſpring neceſſa- 
rily both from our fruſtrated hopes and from our 
gratified wiſhes, whatever ſhape the phantom 
felicity aſſumes and by whatever path we purſue 
her. Health, fortune or fame is loſt : and what 
is worſe, conſcience is uſually wounded, and re- 
morſe embitters the memory of our happieſt 
moments. But, ſuppoſe both the object and the 
means were ſafe and ſinleſs, yet the experience 
of the veterans in luxury, ambition and avarice 
_ unites to confirm this truth, that there is nothing 

under the ſun which is capable of ſatisfying the 
| vaſt capacity and the boundleſs defire of happineſs 
implanted in all reaſonable beings. And this, 
inſtead of being a ſubject of complaint, ſhould be 
matter of thanktulnels; for it is wiſely and bene- 
volently ordained, that” man may be prompted 
by 


i oo 


by this inſtinctive deſire of felicity, and by the in- 
ſufficiency of earthly enjoyments to ſatisfy it, to 
fix his affections on thoſe bleſſings which ſurvive 
the grave and accompany him into eternity. 


But the gifts of Cunisr are, as the gifts of a 
Gos muſt neceſſarily be, fully competent and 
adequate to the great and glorious end for which 


they are given. The end for which the Chriſtian 


aſks and for which ChRISH beſtows them is hap- 


Pineſs: eternal happineſs: happineſs placed in 


an object which is infinitely capable of ſupplying 
it, and purſued by paths in which none ever 


| ſought it in vain. When Solomon aſked wiſdom 
of his God, the Loxp, pleaſed with his requeſt, 


added wealth and power without his. entreaty. 


Thus it happens to the Chriſtian. He aſks for 


happineſs in another life, and his Savious freely 
beſtows upon him a liberal meaſure of it in this. 
Ihe enjoy ments he aſpires to in heaven are antici- 
pated, nay they are begun upon earth. Grace, 
peace and pardoning love are the cluſters of 
Eſhcol, the earneſt of the fruits of the pro- 


miſed land on which his faith and his hope re- 


gale themſelves. No terror or remorſe purſues 
the memory of theſe pleaſures: no craving, un- 


ſatisfied void do they leave in the mind. Hearken 


unto me, faith Chefs, and let your ſoul delight ſelf in 
fatneſs, And again Whoſoever ſhall drink of the water 
that I. ſhall give him ſhall never thirſt, for the water that 
I. Mall give him ſhall be in him a well of water ſpringing 
up. unto everlaſting life. Every event is made to 
conduce to the great end of the belieyers eternal 
welfare. Outward adverſity and outward proſ- 
| . 68 
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perity, both equally fatal to the happineſs of the 
men of this worid, make part of the diſcipline 
which trains kim to everlaſting felicity. Of in- 
ward afflictions he ſuffers his ſhare: and although 
theſe thorns which ſtrew the path of eternal life 
are moſt frequently ſcattered by ourſelves, or at 
leaſt ſent by our compaſſionate RrDEEMER to 
corre& the ſin, particularly the unbelief of his 
people, yet theſe are moſt eminently made to 
work together for their good: by ſtrengthening their 
faith, by exerciſing their obedience, by ſubduing 
their corruptions, by fanctifying and prepar- 
ing them for their admiſſion into the heaven: 
kingdom of their Loxd in whoſe preſence is fulneſs 
of Joy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures for ever 


more, 


It remains, my friends, that Ye make your elec- 
tion between the gifts of the world and thoſe of 
CurrsT, Halt no longer between two opinions; if the 
Loxp be God follow him; but if Baal, then follow him, 
Recollect the three great diſtinctions between the 
ofters of each; and if the God of this world have not 
Blinded your eyes leſt the light of the glorious Go ſpel of 
Cusisr who is the image of Gov ſhould/ſhine unto them, 
ye will perceive that this very circumſtance that 
your Saviouk groeth not as the world groeth, though 
it have hitherto deterred you, is the argument 
which above all others ought to induce you to ac- 
cept his gracious propoſals, The terms on which 
the world tenders its moſt alluring offers are hard, 
mercenary, flaviſh, The propoſitions of your 
SAVIOUR are merciful, 1 and liberal. 
He not only offers freely, but he deigns to _ 
| an 
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and intreat,to court and ſollicit your compliance. 
This is well illuſtrated by the affecting parable 

of the Prodigal Sen. The wretched and ſcanty 
ſubſiſtence which he received from his hard taſk- 
maſter in a foreign country, was earned by a ſer- 
vile and degrading employment: but when he 
came to himſelf, and adopted the ſalutary reſo- 
lution of returning to his Father's houſe, his 
compaſſionate parent beheld him when he was yet à 
great way off, he ran, he fell on his nech and kiſſed him; 
he laviſhed on him the marks of that paternal | 
| tenderneſs from which he had voluntarily and 
ungratefully baniſhed himſelf; he heaped on him 
unſolicited every article which could ſuit the ne- 
ceſſities of the returning penitent, and which 
could indicate the magnificent hoſpitality of a 
prince, and the affectionate exultation of a father. 
O!] beware leſt ye ſuffer this condeſcending Sa- 
viour to ſtretch forth his hands and to ſollicit in 
vain. Take heedauoveall that ye accept his E Ar 
sALVATTONS on his own terms as a free, unmerited, 


finiſhed ſalvation. If ye preſume to think that by 


your prayers, your alms, your duties ye can pur- 
chaſe the goodlike gift, ye pour contempt upon 
his grace, and ye trample his blood under foot; for 
it is written, Verily if righteouſneſs come by the Law, 
then Chriſt is dead in vain, | 


Again the gifts of the world are unſtable, pe- 
riſhing, tranſitory. The inheritance held out to 
| yo by CuarisT is certain, permanent, eternal. 

or the truth of the former poſition we appeal 
to the daily evidence of your ſenſes, to the per- 
ſonal knowledge of every man who has _ — 
. | lea 


1 

leaſt experience of the world. The truth of 
the latter reſts upon the word of Gop, and upon 
that faith which is the evidence of things not ſeen. I he 
; inference to be drawn from hence is a truth ſo 
obvious and ſelf evident, that it has preſented 
itſelf to unenlightened heathens ; namely, that. 
it imports us to fit looſe and indifferent to the 
changeable objects of ſenſe and time, and che- 
Tiſh hopes full of immortality. The world doth 
not even profeſs to give any thing beyond the 
grave: ill doth it perform its promiſes of plea- 
ſure and ſatisfaction in this life; and well are its 
* beſt enjoyments exchanged for the Poſſibility of 
obtaining what the Goſpel holds forth, an exceed- 
ng and eternal weight of glory, 


With equal confidence can I appeal to the ex- 
perience of thoſe who have proved what the 
world is, that its moſt valuable gifts are incom- 
petent to ſatisfy the longings of an immortal! 
ſoul. Ye have found them empty, falſe and 
hollow. Ye have perhaps changed the object of 
your purſuit, but the object was ſtill terreſtrial, 
and therefore unſatisfactory. Thus is this de- 
ceitful world compelled to bear teſtimony againſt 
itſelf, and to preach to you that all it can give is 
_ vanity and vexation of ſpirit: that its moſt glorious 
and ſolid attainments are broken ciſterns that can hold 
no water, Turn ye then to the fountain of living 
waters, Turn to your Father, whoſe ſervants have 
bread enough and to ſpare, while ye periſh with hunger or 
feed on huſks with ſwine, Chuſe that better part which 
ſhall not be taken from you. CHRIS will give unto you- 
not as the world giveth, He will give you free and 
| X gratuitous 


"Tod 
gratuitous, certain and* permanent, ſolid and 
fatisfactory joys. He will give himſelf to you. 
He hath long fince given himſelf as a propitiation 


for your fins, and he waits and longs to give him- 


ſelf to you as your portion in time and in eter- 
nity. He is made unto them that believe wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs, ſanctiſication and redemption—every thing 
on earth that their neceſſities can require; every 
thing in heaven that the infinitely extended ca- 
pacities of their ſouls can contain, | 


| To him with the FATHER and the Hory 
Spor three Perſons in one Gop be aſcribed 


all honour and glory, might, majeſty and domi- 
nion now and for ever, . Amen, | 
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